
A HISTORY OF AMERICAN SOCIAL WELFARE

The history of social welfare is an interdisciplinary study of the evolution of these new American citizens would adapt
and create their own social service and .

While poverty and public assistance play large roles in this narrative, they are not the entire story. Additional
federal welfare aid was provided to destitute old people, the needy blind, and crippled children. Many believed
that those who couldn't take care of themselves were to blame for their own misfortunes. At first, 12 states
were funded. It is a means-tested program that is jointly funded by the state and federal governments, and is
managed by the states. Having some form of comprehensive health insurance is statutorily compulsory for
most people lawfully residing within the US. FDR believed that federal old-age pensions together with
employer-paid unemployment insurance also a part of the Social Security Act would provide the economic
security people needed during both good and bad times. Parents do have the option of home-schooling their
children, though some states, such as California until a legal ruling overturned this requirement [37] , require
parents to obtain teaching credentials before doing so. Words like "bewildered," "shocked," and "humiliated,"
were often used at the time to describe increasing numbers of Americans as the Depression deepened. The
government also provides grants, scholarships and subsidized loans to most students. Banks failed. During the
19th century, local and state governments as well as charities established institutions such as poorhouses and
orphanages for destitute individuals and families. In , President Theodore Roosevelt called a White House
conference on how to best deal with the problem of poor single mothers and their children. Desertions by
husbands and fathers increased. Some of the costs at public institutions is carried by the state. The states,
however, remained mainly responsible for taking care of the so-called "unemployables" widows, poor
children, the elderly poor, and the disabled. They varied greatly from state to state and even from county to
county within a state. This part of the law was pushed by Southern states so they could control the coverage
made available to their African-American population. Local officials decided who went to the poorhouse or
orphanage and who would receive relief at home. Although financed partly by federal tax money, the states
could still set their own eligibility requirements and benefit levels. Federal work relief programs were looked
upon favorably by most Americans because they made public assistance something earned rather than granted.
Medicaid is the largest source of funding for medical and health-related services for people with limited
income in the United States. But many Americans, such as farm laborers and domestic servants, were never
included in the Social Security old-age retirement program. Local officials generally decided who deserved
old-age assistance in their community. A final step in the evolution of modern social welfare history was
determined by the impact of the Great Depression , the New Deal , enactment of the Social Security Act and
the domestic programs known as the Great Society. The crash sent shockwaves throughout the economy. In
addition to old-age pensions and unemployment insurance, the Social Security Act established a national
welfare system. Early History The history of welfare in the U. About 30 states provided some welfare aid to
poor elderly persons without any source of income. These initiatives were the impetus for creating the Civilian
Conservation Corps C. Medicare in the United States somewhat resembles a single-payer health care system
but is not. In turn the states must adhere to certain criteria to ensure that those receiving aid are being
encouraged to move from welfare to work. The main goal was the elimination of poverty and racial injustice.
If they worked, they were criticized for neglecting their children. Also, not only did a general prejudice exist
against the poor on relief, but local officials commonly discriminated against individuals applying for aid
because of their race, nationality, or religion. It is estimated that one-fourth of the labor force was unemployed
during the worst part of the depression. Welfare reformers argued that the state pensions would also prevent
juvenile delinquency since mothers would be able to supervise their children full-time. Some changes tried to
help the poor move to work rather than continuing to need assistance. These conditions developed greater
public health efforts, a mental health movement, the settlement house movement and other programs. As in all
developed countries, primary and secondary education is free, universal and mandatory. Others simply
believed the federal government should not administer a welfare system. Businesses closed. Per capita
spending on tertiary education is among the highest in the world[ citation needed ].


