
WRITTEN PERSUASIVE SPEECH RUBRIC

Speaker clearly formulated and stated thesis statement during the speech introduction. Thesis statement identifies topic
and encompasses/previews main points.

It may not end with a strong closing sentence. Source material is appropriate for topic. Transitional words
have not been effectively used. Conclusion identifies and requests a specific action from the audience. The
conclusion does not restate the thesis statement. Conclusion The speaker ends the speech abruptly and without
finality. Arm or hand movements are used deliberately to emphasize points. I try to provide reasonable
arguments for the action I want my audience to take, but some of my arguments are not very convincing. Does
not cite sources. It may end but may not come to a strong close. The three main points are missing.
Transitional words have probably not been used. Enough specific details and examples have been used.
Speech is free of mispronunciations and verbal pauses are not noticeable. The sentences all work together to
support the thesis statement. Physical Delivery Failed to Complete The speaker uses gestures and movement
that distract from the speech. The thesis statement may not be in the introduction at all, or it may not be clear.
I use a variety of rhetorical devices, such as repetition, quotations, and metaphors to effectively inform,
engage, and persuade my audience. The three main points are somewhat clear. It is interesting. Needs
Improvement The speaker ends the speech with a conclusion, but does not review main points, restate the
thesis or have a sense of finality. I try to use rhetorical devices, but they are not always effective. Satisfactory
Speaker provides supporting material for main points but does not cite sources or cites less than 3 sources.
Needs Improvement Speaker uses some supporting materials. Bibliography includes less than 5 sources
Excellent. Eye Contact The speaker lacks eye contact and reads speech directly from notes.


