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People try to pay off their old debts, make or buy new clothes and thoroughly clean their houses as part of the
festival preparations. The lights of Diwali also signify a time of inner illumination. It most likely began as an
important harvest festival. Buildings are traditionally illuminated with oil-burning bowls called dipa lights, or
more recently, with strings of artificial lights. Homes are illuminated with lights, and firecrackers fill the skies
as an expression of respect to the heavens for the attainment of health, wealth, knowledge, peace, and
prosperity. House exteriors are whitewashed and sometimes decorated with designs drawn in white rice flour
and filled in with color. The religious significance of Diwali varies regionally within India. From darkness
unto lightâ€”the light empowers us to commit ourselves to good deeds and brings us closer to divinity.
Outside of India, it is more than a Hindu festival; it's a celebration of South-Asian identities. Guru Amar Das ,
the third Guru of the Sikhs, built a well in Goindwal with eighty-four steps and invited Sikhs to bathe in its
sacred waters on Baisakhi and Diwali as a form of community bonding. It is believed that on this day Rama
returned to his people after 14 years of exile during which he fought and won a battle against the demons and
the demon king, Ravana. Hinduism portal Diwali is celebrated by Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and Newar Buddhists,
[25] although for each faith it marks different historical events and stories, but nonetheless the festival
represents the same symbolic victory of light over darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and good over evil.
This includes Govardhan Puja, a celebration by Vaishnavites on the fourth day of Diwali. It has always been
important that everyone attends the celebration and for years I watched as relatives and family friends
travelled from work, home and University to make sure they were home in time. People buy new clothes for
the family. It is celebrated in October or November each year. The goddess of happiness and good fortune,
Lakshmi, also figures into the celebration. The tradition of gambling on Diwali also has a legend behind it. In
each legend, myth, and story of Deepawali lies the significance of the victory of good over evil. To add to the
festival of Diwali, melas fairs are held throughout India. The Jain Diwali celebrated in many parts of India has
similar practices to the Hindu Diwali, such as the lighting of lamps and the offering of prayers to Lakshmi.
However, the focus of the Jain Diwali remains the dedication to Mahavira. Bali is allowed to return to earth
once a year to light millions of lamps and dispel darkness and ignorance while spreading the radiance of love
and wisdom. Boys in some areas construct elaborate castles and forts of mud and display them for visiting
guests. The festival symbolizes the victory of righteousness and the lifting of spiritual darkness. It is with each
Deepawali and the lights that illuminate our homes and hearts that this simple truth finds new reason and
hope. Language level:. Background Diwali is called the Festival of Lights and is celebrated to honor
Rama-chandra, the seventh avatar incarnation of the god Vishnu. The Diwali celebration in India takes place
when the monsoon season ends and the weather is mild and pleasant. Lakshmi is of the Vaishnavism tradition,
while Ganesha of the Shaivism tradition of Hinduism. The Diwali festival in southern India often
commemorates the conquering of the Asura Naraka, a powerful king of Assam, who imprisoned thousands of
inhabitants. On this day, Hindu merchants in North India open their new account books and pray for success
and prosperity during the coming year. During Diwali, lights illuminate every corner of India, and the scent of
incense sticks hangs in the air, mingled with the sounds of firecrackers, joy, togetherness, and hope. Over
time, these spring and autumn festivals became the most important of Sikh festivals and holy sites such as
Amritsar became focal points for annual pilgrimages. In southern India children wear flower wreaths on their
heads or anklets of bells. According to one belief, the sound of firecrackers indicates the joy of the people
living on earth, making the gods aware of their plentiful state. However, this article provides a general
overview of the main celebrations that usually occur during this event. On this day, they feed the poor on an
incredible scale. It is common practice that people forget and forgive the wrongs done by others during
Diwali. If you are away from the sights and sounds of Diwali, light a diya, sit quietly, shut your eyes,
withdraw the senses, concentrate on this supreme light, and illuminate the soul. In Jainism, Deepawali has the
added significance of marking the great event of Lord Mahavira attaining the eternal bliss of nirvana.


