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The idyllic Long Island countryside formed a sharp contrast to the crowded energy of the quickly growing
Brooklyn-New York City urban center. Futilely searching for George in the nearly forty Washington hospitals,
he finally decided to take a governme nt boat and army-controlled train to the battlefield at Fredericksburg to
see if George was still there. His trip South produced a few lively sketches of New Orleans life and at least
one poem, "Sailing the Mississippi at Midnight," in which the steamboat journey becomes a symbolic journey
of life: Vast and starless, the pall of heaven Laps on the trailing pall below; And forward, forward, in solemn
darkness, As if to the sea of the lost we go. Best of all, to nurture that career, he would need to return to New
York City and re-establish himself in the world of journalism, since most fiction at the time was published in
magazines and newspapers. These early notebooksâ€”a number of which contain what could be considered
preliminary versions of Leaves poemsâ€”have still not been fully examined and evaluated in relation to what
they reveal about Whitman's writing process and what they tell us about the development of the Leaves. Only
one of the 12 poems had previously been published, and Whitman continued to call it by the same title under
which it had originally appeared in the New York Tribuneâ€”"Resurgemus. While most people were lining up
on one side or another, Whitman placed himself in that spaceâ€”sometimes violent, sometimes sexual, always
volatileâ€”between master and slave. Even late in his life, he could still recall the excitement of seeing this
first article in print: "How it made my heart double-beat to see my piece on the pretty white paper, in nice
type" PW,  Redpath also considered but finally decided against publishing the sketches Whitman was writing
about his war experiences, a book Whitman called Memoranda During the War. Whitman immersed himself
in American culture, and his work resonates through the multiple levels of that culture. Late in his life,
Whitman looked at this notebook and called it the "ABC" of Leaves, the very primer for the whole book. In
Whitman's school, all the students were in the same room, except African Americans, who had to attend a
separate class on the top floor. Though, having been a printer myself, I have what may be called an
anticipatory eyeâ€”know pretty well as I write how a thing will turn up in the typeâ€”appearâ€”take form.
When the variorum edition of Leaves of Grass was announced in , the poetry manuscripts were promised as a
central feature, but when the Textual Variorum LG Var. LG Var. Emerson once described Whitman's poetry
as "a remarkable mixture of the Bhagvat Ghita and the New York Herald" Sanborn , , and that odd joining of
the scriptural and the vernacular, the transcendent and the mundane, effectively captures the quality of
Whitman's work, work that most readers experience as simultaneously magical and commonplace, sublime
and prosaic. Whitman's sojourn in New Orleans lasted only three months. But in fact Whitman did travel again
to Southold, wr iting some remarkably unperturbed journalistic pieces about the place in the late s and early s.
When Whitman wrote "I, now thirty-six years old, in perfect health, begin," he announced a new identity for
himself, and his novitiate came at an age quite advanced for a poet. The problem has been that those "MS.
Patent Office Building, which he had been visiting when it was used as a temporary hospital. Walking the
wards was for him like walking America: every bed contained a representative of a different region, a different
city or town, a different way of life. But now both men were willing to overlook past differences in order to
seize a good financial opportunity. Teaching was therefore an escape but was also clearly a job he was forced
to take in bad economic times, and some of the unhappiest times of his life were these five years when he
taught school in at least 10 different Long Island towns, rooming in the homes of his students, teaching
three-month terms to large and heterogeneous classes some with over 80 students, ranging in age from 5 to 15,
for up to nine hours a day , getting very little pay, and having to put up with some very unenlightened people.
Whitman had little to say about his rudimentary formal schooling, except that he hated corporal punishment, a
common practice in schools and one that he would attack in later years in both his journalism and his fiction.
While most people were lining up on one side or another, Whitman placed himself in that spaceâ€”sometimes
violent, sometimes erotic, always volatileâ€”between master and slave. Commenced putting Leaves of Grass
to press for good, at the job printing office of my friends, the brothers Rome, in Brooklyn, after many MS.
Jackson would soon turn his attention to conquering Spanish Floridaâ€”and the Seminole Indians and escaped
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black slaves who fought with Spainâ€”and claiming it for the US. Interestingly, Franklin Evans sold more
copies approximately 20, than anything else Whitman published in his lifetime. Walt Whitman is now
thirty-four years old, and in the full fruition of health and physique. They probably feared that this northern
editor would embarrass them because of his unorthodo x ideas, especially about slavery. Bryantâ€”and the
eighteenth-century graveyard school of English poetryâ€”probably had the most important impact on his
sensibility, as can be seen in his pre-Leaves of Grass poems "Our Future Lot," "Ambition," "The
Winding-Up," "The Love that is Hereafter," and "Death of the Nature-Lover. Teaching was therefore an
escape but was also clearly a job he was forced to take in bad economic times, and some of the unhappiest
times of his life were these five years when he taught school in at least ten different Long Island towns,
rooming in the homes of his students, teaching three-month terms to large and heterogeneous classes some
with over eighty students, ranging in age from five to fifteen, for up to nine hours a day , getting very little
pay, and having to put up with some very unenlightened people. Whitman later came to view this event as a
kind of laying on of hands, the French hero of the American Revolution anointing the future poet of
democracy in the energetic city of immigrants, where the new nation was being invented day by day. The
Leaves of Grass, as we have come to know it, consists of 12 poems, all either untitled or headed with the
identical title "Leaves of Grass. By running errands for them, writing letters for them, encircling them in his
arms, Whitman tried, the best he could, to make them whole again. We recall Whitman's comment that his
early drafts of Leaves. Whitman the Fiction Writer How ambitious was Whitman as a writer of short fiction?
Those original twelve had bee n untitled in , but Whitman was doing all he could to make the new edition look
and feel different: small pages instead of large, a fat book instead of a thin one, and long titles for his poems
instead of none at all. As a writer of fiction, he lacked the impulse toward innovation and the commitment to
self-training that later moved him toward experimental verse, even though we can trace in his fi ction some of
the themes that would later flourish in Leaves of Grass. The evidence suggests that he was definitely more
than a casual dabbler and that he threw himself energetically into composing stories. He was adamant that
slavery should not be allowed into the new western territories because he feared whites would not migrate to
an area where their own labor was devalued unfairly by the institution of black slavery. The reasons for his
decision continue to interest biographers. Some of the newly constructed buildings almost immediately
became hospitals, and when Whitman described the Civil War as turning the nation into a ward of
casualtiesâ€”America, "though only in her early youth," Whitman wrote, was "already to hospital
brought"â€”he no doubt had in mind the way the emerging governmental center of the country was being
transformed into a vast hospital.


