
COMPARING AND CONTRASTING THE VIEWS OF GREAT

PHILOSOPHERS PLATO AND ARISTOTLE

Socrates was also seen as a great philosopher and, as his pupil, Plato These points led to a sceptic point of view which
both philosophers . The differences between Plato and Aristotle's theories outweigh the similarities.

Both believed that the soul of a person exists, but had different views on their existence. If it escapes into the
world, it will not escape the other. Her beauty is also only temporary and relative to the observer, because
aging and individual opinions alter how her beauty is observed. He left Athens when the city was defeated and
its democracy was replaced by a Spartan oligarchy. It also discusses justice, ethics, and the nature of politics.
The three parts of the soul give us each a particular pleasure: â€” A reason, the pleasure of knowing, â€” At
heart, the rewards of ambition, â€” Instincts, the coarse pleasures that Plato calls the pleasure of gain Republic,
d. He would preside over it until his death around B. After leaving Athens, Aristotle spent time traveling and
studying in Asia Minor what is now Turkey and its islands. For Plato, the Forms are perfect exemplars, or
ideal types, of the properties and kinds that are found in the world. In this endeavour, the body is a hindrance
to the soul: it is like a lead weight holding back our flight to the upper regions of the Idea. However, their
precise definitions of form did differ. Another idea takes its place, to suffer the same fate until one finds one
that stands up to scrutiny. Even so, his influence on Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle has left a mark even today.
In his view, politics functions more as an organism than as a machine, and the role of the polis was not justice
or economic stability, but to create a space where its people could live a good life and perform beautiful acts.
Before being united to the body, the soul has contemplated the idea and, through reminiscence, it can
recognise when it is lowered into a body. It is as if my being finally had nothing to do with my body. Plato
chose to reject the claim that the world experienced through the senses is what is real, while Aristotle rejected
the claim that knowledge must be of what is fixed and unchanging. An example of this difference is the
allegory of the cave , created by Plato. In addition, one wonders if there are fewer ideas than things, or as
many ideas. Plato and Aristotle Source Plato c. In this allegory, the human condition is likened to being
trapped in a cave facing the back wall, only able to see shadows and unaware that there is anything else in the
world. In Ethics The link between Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle is most obvious when it comes to their views
on ethics. The ambitious, in turn, does not know the joy of science. Indeed, it is impossible for human beings
to thrive outside a community, and the basic purpose of communities is to promote human flourishing. Most
of these works are written in the form of dialogues, using the Socratic Method asking questions to explore
concepts and knowledge as the basis for teaching. Aristotle was more concerned with the way things are, in
the world. In this reality beyond the senses, the knowledge found is unchanging. Aristotle rejected his theory
and believed that knowledge comes after experience, and that world was made from all natural forms. It may
be that Plato and Aristotle are now more starting points on analytical paths than endpoints; however, many
continue to read their works even today. It is based on the same principles, but it is more convenient and gives
up the community property, women and children. Substantial and accidental forms are not created, but neither
are they eternal. This is not a physical or metaphysical, but only because of all logic. However, whereas Plato
believed the senses could fool a person, Aristotle stated that the senses were needed in order to properly
determine reality. The third period of Plato's writings mainly discusses the role of arts, along with morality
and ethics. It is from these three sources â€” Xenophan, Plato, and Aristophanes, that we know what we do
about Socrates. Aristotle and his works became the basis for the both religion and science, especially through
the Middle Ages. Plato became the primary Greek philosopher based on his ties to Socrates and Aristotle and
the presence of his works, which were used until his academy closed in A. Pythagoras, another philosopher,
inspired Socrates and others. Aristotle, therefore, seeks not another world than the sensible world, but only a
different perspective than the purely logical.


