
VOTIVE STATUES FROM TELL ASMAR

The Tell Asmar Hoard are a collection of twelve statues unearthed in at In the 3rd millennium B.C. the price for a votive
statue likely depended on its size, and possibly what stone was used. Frankfort argued.

The figures at Tell Asmar that were unearthed are very similar. In Egyptian culture, the sculptures primarily
represent the pharaoh, the king and indicate his divinity but in the ancient Near East instead we have these
votive images of worshipers but not so much of the kings. Hundreds of such statues or fragments have been
excavated and at no other time in the history of the ancient Near East has nonroyal sculpture survived in such
abundance. The man is bare-chested and wears a flounced kilt while the woman wears a flounced garment
with a bare right shoulder. Please note that content linked from this page may have different licensing terms.
I'm very interested in Mesopotamian history and always try to take photos of archaeological sites and artifacts
in museums, both in Iraq and around the world. Feldman, Marian H. The male figures from Mari often wear
beards elaborated by patterns such as drilled holesâ€”a hallmark of Mari sculptureâ€”that separate the wavy
strands of the beard. Some figures from Nippur have a cuneiform inscription on their back or shoulder giving
the name of the god and the profession and name of the donor. The careful placement suggests that they were
buried intentionally. Most Mesopotamian cult votive figures are found broken and scattered in pieces, while
the Tell Asmar statues are in excellent condition, with eye inlays and some bitumen paint intact. Dedicatory
sculptures have been found at a number of sites throughout Mesopotamia and neighboring regions, including
Susa in southwest Iran, Tell Chuera in Syria, and Ashur in northern Mesopotamia. Many have inlaid eyes and
painted hair. He was buried along with 11 eleven other figures for a total of 12, most of them male. The hoard
was found during the excavation season at Tell Asmar beneath the floor of a temple dedicated to the god Abu.
The Metropolitan Museum was a sponsor of the excavations during the â€”58 and â€”61 seasons and was
accorded a share of the finds. Male heads are frequently shown bald but sometimes wear beards, while female
figures can have a variety of hairstyles or headdresses. The Asmar Sculptures The Tell Asmar statues are all
different sizes, ranging from 9 to 28 in 23â€” to 72 cm in height, with an average of about 16 in 42 cm. And
you can also see that there is an incising of the eyebrows that might have originally been inlaid as well. One
other figure, a nude man kneeling, may represent a semi-mythical hero.


