
HOW TO WRITE A METES AND BOUNDS LEGAL DESCRIPTION

A land description to be legally sufficient in the matter of locatability must identify a particular conveyances by metes and
bounds descriptions are illegal. 4.

Surveyors are the best-trained staff to write legals, but many other parties have to read the legals, too. Metes
and Bounds Example Involving a Transfer of Land An example of metes and bounds problems involved a
transfer of land, which had never been properly measured. This requires the preparer to pay special attention.
Storey testified that the land lot line was not the boundary, notwithstanding that the deeds used the land lot
line as the boundary between Land Lots 76 and  This means that metes can be described as north, south, east,
or west. This is because a more detailed definition would otherwise be either too expensive to carry out, or
simply unnecessary. Of course, there are many variations in each category! Examples of metes and bounds
landmarks include rivers, roads, stakes, or other such natural or manmade markers. The jury, upon being given
all three property lines on which to decide, ultimately chose the boundary line that was drawn in the survey.
They are 6 miles by 6 miles, thus have an area of 36 square miles. Thus a legal description for real estate
ownership could be Happy Trials Subdivision, Block 3, Lot 4. A street address is not sufficient to serve as an
adequate legal description of the real estate. History of Metes and Bounds Use The history of metes and
bounds use came into play back during the days of the original colonies making up the United States. Writing
A Deed Description July 6, When it comes to land surveys, the deed description is essential to any property
record. The law is complex and changes often. The history of metes and bounds use affects election
constituency boundaries today as well, as these are still described using metes and bounds, even in
jurisdictions where they are not used in property sales. A legal description is a description of real estate that is
sufficient to identify it for legal purposes. Understanding intent puts the burden on the mapping staff. It also
shows property boundaries and the size of the structure and existing land. Lot and Block Survey: The newest
land description system seen. Republic â€” A state in which the power is held by the people and their elected
representatives. This was despite the fact that the property contained both manmade and natural physical
boundaries. If an invalid address is present, it will need to be waived. The history of metes and bounds use
continues today in those states that were originally part of the Thirteen Colonies â€” or before â€” in areas
where land was being allocated, such as Maine, Tennessee, West Virginia, and Vermont. Survey Drafting by
Gurdon H. The subdivision may be then divided into blocks and lots. Peirce Eichelberger is a long-time GIS
manager. Especially in this case, a surveyor may not have been involved in writing the original or parent legal
description and almost certainly was not involved in the subsequent legal description. Street Address A legal
description of real property does not require that a street address be present. This is probably one of the best
arguments for metadata we have ever seen. See the example image. Rocket Lawyer is not a law firm or a
substitute for an attorney or law firm. It is used in all states except for the original 13 colonies, the states
created from these colonies and Kentucky, West Virginia and Texas. This is the next-most prevalent type of
review. Buildings are typically listed with square foot measurements. Writing a metes and bounds description
is a job for a land surveyor. Using both of these descriptors provides a much better understanding of the
property when writing a deed description. Survey Metes and Bounds A metes and bounds description
describes the property by locating it within the public surveying system. The simple fact that legal descriptions
are so important downstream from the field work a surveyor completes means that any errors or discrepancies
may reflect on the surveyor, but that is often not the case. When preparing a deed , it is important to use the
correct legal description. For your reference, we have put together a quick reference with examples below.


