
AN ANALYSIS OF ABORTION IN MANY COUNTRIES

Laws on abortion around the world vary; in some countries, it is available to Interpretation: The proportion of safe
abortions in the world in â€“ is.

The harshest penalties were generally reserved for a woman who procured an abortion against her husband's
wishes, and for slaves who produced abortion in a woman of high status. As a last resort, many Romanian
women turned to home and back-alley abortions, and by , an estimated 10, women had died as a result of
unsafe procedures. In abortion was legalized in Japan, in Yugoslavia on a limited basis , and in the Soviet
Union on demand. In The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, an abortion is lawful if a woman has
seriously deteriorated marital and family relations or a difficult housing condition and these circumstances
may be detrimental to her health. It can also be difficult for a woman or provider to know exactly where to
look for and how to interpret laws on abortion. But the Trump administration took a swipe at birth control in
when it allowed employers to opt out of providing it as part of employee insurance plans on the grounds of
religious belief. Having previously been hidden from the world, images emerged of stick-thin children, many
of whom had been beaten and abused. If the Supreme Court were to change its mind on abortion, it would
become the prerogative of individual states to decide how to regulate the procedure. See Fig. The Soviet state
initially preserved the tsarists ban on abortion, which treated the practice as premeditated murder. In this
paper, we diverge from the way in which legal grounds are displayed on the GAPD to better describe the
complexities related to legal categories of abortion; we do not present data related to additional access
requirements. Legal grounds on which abortion is permitted [21] [a] Category. Where abortion is allowed or
permitted, three broad categories exist: 1 abortion on request with no requirement for justification; 2 based on
common legal grounds and related indications hereinafter referred to as legal grounds ; or 3 based on
additional indications that are nonequivalent to a single legal ground but could be interpreted under multiple
grounds. The GAPD does not offer information related to the meaning of legal texts or how legal texts are
interpreted or applied in society. On Wednesday, a day after it was passed by the legislature, Alabama Gov.
Terri Collins, a co-sponsor of the bill, which is now the most restrictive in the country, told the news site AL.
In 13 of these 20 countries, gestational limits restrict the application of this indication. Age qualification In 22
countries, abortion is lawful for minors, or those below or above a specified age. For example, in the United
Kingdom Care Quality Commission 's report in found that several NHS clinics were circumventing the law,
using forms pre-signed by one doctor, thus allowing abortions to patients who only met with one doctor. But
birthrates quickly fell again as women found ways around the ban. He was acquitted by a jury in the court
case, but the acquittal was overturned by five judges on the Quebec Court of Appeal in  In addition to health
justifications, restrictions were also based on religious ideology, regulating fertility, fetal protection including
for eugenic purposes, and in some cases, desires by physicians to limit competitor practice [ 1 , 2 ]. These
restrictions were progressively incorporated into countries around the world, threatening the lives and eroding
the rights of women around the world [ 3 , 4 ]. Such regulations may exist in a variety of documents including
penal codes, ministerial decrees, abortion-specific acts, and court cases to name a few. Several databases
currently exist which provide information related to country specific abortion laws and may facilitate better
understanding of the legal regulation of abortion [ 7 , 9 , 10 ]. For some, their confinement in orphanages even
had a physical impact on the size of their brains. Bucur, the author of Birth of Democratic Citizenship:
Women and Power in Modern Romania, is skeptical that the new movement will gain any political
momentum. We reviewed the content and wording of laws, policies, standards and guidelines, judgments and
other official statements for all countries where data is available in the GAPD. International law[ edit ] There
are no international or multinational treaties that deal directly with abortion but human rights law touches on
the issues. The range is between 12 and 28 weeks, the median is 21 weeks. The American Convention on
Human Rights , which in had 23 Latin American parties, declares human life as commencing with conception.
Nelson said that Romania offers a cautionary tale of what happens when a state tries to control reproductive
rights. Most countries do not impose gestational age limits related to the life ground; however, gestational
limits are present in 31 countries across the regions See Table 1. In the 20th century, many Western countries
began to codify abortion law or place further restrictions on the practice. In Guyana and Slovakia, abortion is
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permitted in cases of contraceptive failure. Unique or complex policy nuances that do not exactly match one of
the common legal grounds are separately captured in the GAPD as other. These databases often classify
countries as falling on a hierarchical spectrum of access to abortion based on the number and type of grounds
under which abortion is permitted. Limited lists of or single specified economic and social conditions In 16
countries, specific social indications or a limited list of social indications are specified within their laws. The
information in the database is limited by accessibility of source documentation and the ability to translate
source documents. In the laws of six countries, rape is not an explicit indication for abortion, however, similar
indications exist.


