
THE ROLE OF HOSPITALITY IN THE ODYSSEY A POEM BY HOMER

Free Essay: Xenia in The Odyssey Hospitality today is nothing like it was in However, in Homer's epic poem, The
Odyssey, it becomes fundamental to the.

There is, however, an adventure where Odysseus is not shown good hospitality. However, a different example
of xenia in the Iliad throws up some serious concerns with this social model. Homer demonstrates that xenia
can only be an exchange and a beneficial relationship between two individuals of generally a similar social
standing and cannot function if applied to benefit a community. The world in which the Homeric epics are set
and the world which they describe seem to present a dichotomy in time periods. In the Odyssey, it is
associated with aristocratic practice and a balanced type of reciprocity. When Polyphemus returns, however,
we see that he does not follow the rules of Greek hospitality. Polyphemos should have shown proper
hospitality first, before asking questions of Odysseus and his men. Firstly, it is necessary to explore the
problems with xenia that are made apparent in the text and what messages this would portray to a Homeric
audience, using anthropological and economic models in order to define the role of xenia and its participants
within a society. The redistributive and reciprocal system, revolving around xenia and commanded by the
aristocratic classes, was replaced by a system in which markets were increasingly important. To emphasise
this by creating a stark contrast, Telemachus encounters model practices of hospitality on his travels when he
is hosted by Menelaus and Nestor. Although most of the host from The Odyssey did honor their guesses,
Odysseus and his son Telemachus, the most remarkable examples of genuine hospitality in the poem are three.
As a societal concept, the practice of xenia pre-supposes a shared basis of broad and intricate values â€”
mutual trust, cultural memory and implicit symbolism. Xenia was an inherently non-profit form of exchange:
there may be unintentional profit in the exchange, for example in the episode with Glaukos and Diomedes, but
profit was not the purpose of xenia. When Laistrygones returns home and finds strangers there, he is not the
type of host they suspected he would be. Malkin, The Returns of Odysseus, California  Food, and the process
of eating, is an important component of building relationships, and both were particularly significant in the
formation of a relationship of xenia. Another case where hospitality came in an unwanted abundance was
when Telemachus encountered Nestor. Aristotle seems to be right â€” the gods have no need of xenia, so they
have no need to exact vengeance for violations of it. The true exemplars of good hospitality in The Odyssey
are the Phaeacians who host Odysseus when he washes ashore near their town. It is a sign of respect for all no
matter where they are from or how poor they appear to be We have seen the problems arising with the act of
gift-exchange in xenia. The most violent reaction to the disregard of the responsibilities between a host and his
guests occurs when the suitors are killed. Over time, certain cultures have grown to value a number of human
characteristics. Graziosi and J. Circe also seems to seek sexual recompense for her hospitality, as does
Calypso. This is the complete opposite of the interaction with the Phoenicians, who profit from the fictional
Cretan trader and from Eumaeus. When Odysseus was about to leave, he tell the Phaiakians his true story. We
see this reflected in the Homeric epics. The idea of cannibalism is revived on one other occasion in the
Odyssey: the encounter with the Laestrygonians.


