
A LESSON BEFORE DYING ACHIEVEMENT OF

Achievement of Recognition The lesson in A Lesson Before Dying is that there should always be acknowledgement for
those whom always been there for a.

What does each of these relationships reveal about Grant and about the racially structured society in which he
lives? During their last visit, Grant tells Jefferson, "My eyes were closed before this moment, Jefferson. He
describes his fears and his doubts, but also his relief that he has been able to comfort Miss Emma a little, and
that she was able to kiss him for the first time. Gaines moved to San Francisco , California, with his mother
and stepfather when he was fifteen years old. By focusing on the Afrocentric view of history, Gaines
emphasizes the worth and dignity of everyday heroes like Jefferson, an uneducated black field worker, and
Grant Wiggins, an educated black man whose education makes no difference to the white community, which
treats him the same way that it treats uneducated blacks. A toilet, a washbowl, and a small metal shelf take up
the rest of the six-foot by ten-foot cell. Is there a protocol that requires the black characters to address certain
requests to white women and others to white men? Considered a success by readers and critics alike, the
appeal for most readers is derived from the intense emotions the story evokes. Have students research the
Great Migration then discuss how the novel either adheres to this historical movement or counters it in some
way. In this restrained but eloquent narrative, the author of The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman again
addresses some of the major issues of race and identity in our time. He explains that Jefferson ended up in
trouble because he had received a ride from some friends: they stopped at a liquor store before taking him
home, and when the friends tried to rob the store a shoot out occurred, leaving both of his friends and the
owner of the store, who was white, dead. They refused to work side-by-side on the plantations with "niggers"
and became bricklayers instead. And I would always ask him questions about this client: for example, what
emotions did he show, knowing that he was going to die on a certain date, at a certain hour. And all because of
the color of their skin. Is Jefferson a hero? Vivian reminds Grant of the danger that he puts her, and all of the
people who depend on him, in when he acts recklessly. Wiggins goes to the Rainbow Club for company and
comfort. Social forces drive black men from the South, he tells Vivian, and those who stay are broken by the
system. As a result, Tante Lou believes that Wiggins is obligated to do what he can for Jefferson. Gaines
credits his boyhood experiences for his ability to develop lifelike characters. Shortly after World War II , in a
Cajun Louisiana town, a twenty-one-year-old black man who is barely literate finds himself in the wrong place
at the wrong time, an innocent bystander during the robbery of a liquor store. Bryant summarizes his talent in
a comment in the Iowa Review. As complex a character as Faulkner's Quentin Compson, Grant feels mingled
love, loyalty and hatred for the poor plantation community where he was born and raised. This old stumbling
nigger. While the UNIA no longer exists, the black nationalist movement continues. The cafe boasts both a
lunch counter and tables with cheery red-and-white-checkered tablecloths. Never had more than a nickel cone.


