
THE MAN WHO INVENTED BLOOD TYPING

Charles Richard Drew (June 3, â€“ April 1, ) was an American surgeon and medical researcher. He researched in the
field of blood transfusions, developing improved He made sure all blood plasma was tested before it was shipped out.
He ensured that only skilled . Greenwood Publishing Group. pp. â€“

Everybody was talking about it. In he was presented honorary degrees of Doctor of Science from Virginia
State College as well as Amherst College where he attended as an undergraduate student. Not until did the U.
New York: McGraw-Hill,  At the time, there was no national blood bank, although a handful of local stations
existed, such as the New York Blood Transfusion Betterment Association. Legend Becomes History The
Drew legend has appeared in history textbooks and reference works. But not long into his tenure there, Drew
became frustrated with the military's request for segregating the blood donated by African Americans. In , he
developed novel methods of separating plasma from erythrocytes and dramatically increased the shelf life of
plasma to two months. The ambulance rushed off, siren screaming, red lights flashing, but it was all in vain.
True to his tireless devotion to medicine, he awoke early on 31 March , performed surgery, lectured to his
students and had dinner with his family. San Francisco: Blue Wood Books,  They thought he had not received
adequate care quick enough. Drew was driving around 8 a. A native Washingtonian, Drew was an average
student but gifted athlete recruited in on a football and track and field scholarship by Amherst College in
Massachusetts. Drew suffered extensive massive injuries but contrary to popular legend was not denied a
blood transfusion by an all-White hospital â€” he indeed received a transfusion but was beyond the help of the
experienced physicians attending to him. As the Reverend Jerry Moore said at Drew's funeral, Drew had "a
life which crowds into a handful of years' significance, so great, men will never be able to forget it. Lower and
animal transfusions Early blood transfusion experiments frequently involved animals. Drew and Scudder
focused their research on diagnosing and controlling shock, fluid balance, blood chemistry, preservation, and
transfusion â€” the work on which he based his seminal dissertation, "Banked Blood: A Study in Blood
Preservation. He made sure all blood plasma was tested before it was shipped out. There were no refined
methods for the separation of blood components, so only whole blood, which has a shelf life of one week,
could be used. Such rumors solidified into legend as they circulated by word of mouth. His passengers
survived, but Drew succumbed to his injuries. He turned anguished, questioning eyes to the driver. Rumours
quickly spread that Drew had died because the white physicians there had denied him a blood transfusion,
although these rumours turned out to be unfounded. As time passed, most versions retained the same basic
details. When the program ended in January , Blood for Britain collected 14, blood donations, and shipped via
the Red Cross over 5, liters of plasma saline solution to England. He was not denied treatment. Back in the car
the victim of the automobile accident slumped in the back seat, his life blood bubbling away in a bright
stream. The breaching of these walls and the laying of this road has not been, and is not easy. Finally, each
batch was transferred to a shipping container and diluted with sterile saline solution. He was an African
American surgeon and hematologist who made pioneering discoveries about blood plasma and set up blood
banks in the s and s. His father, Richard, was a carpet layer [3] and his mother, Nora Burrell, trained as a
teacher. For want of a transfusion, a black man had died. Still fatigued from spending the night before in the
operating theater, he lost control of the vehicle. This is another reason that people accept the legend as truth.
Although plasma lacked the oxygen-carrying capacity of whole blood, it was an exceedingly useful product
for the replacement of volume and clotting factors, especially in victims of trauma and war. A final sample for
bacteria-testing was taken before the containers were sealed and packed.


