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PDF | This paper presents a method to instruct students on how to write their first scientific paper. The method adopts a
holistic approach that discusses several.

You MUST be specific. It gives key results but minimizes experimental details. So always listen to the editor!
Example 2 Original title: Action of antibiotics on bacteria Revised title: Inhibition of growth of
Mycobacterium tuberculosis by streptomycin Comments: Titles should be specific. Avoid unspecific
expressions such as "higher temperature", "at a lower rate", "highly significant". They are the label of your
manuscript. It pays off to realise that the referees are human. They will think you have no sense of purpose.
Those who survive learn to persist and to deal with these emotions. Next, read through the referee comments
carefully and with an analytical mind. Here you can see some examples of original titles, and how they were
changed after reviews and comments to them: Example 1 Original title: Preliminary observations on the effect
of salinity on benthic community distribution within a estuarine system, in the North Sea Revised title: Effect
of salinity on benthic distribution within the Scheldt estuary North Sea Comments: Long title distracts readers.
Expressions such as "novel," "first time," "first ever," and "paradigm-changing" are not preferred. Together
with the title, it's the advertisement of your article. Hypothesis and objectives must be clearly remarked at the
end of the introduction. We are all flooded by publications, and readers don't have time to read all scientific
production. Here you need to compare the published results by your colleagues with yours using some of the
references included in the Introduction. But do not forget that you need to give the whole picture at first. Also,
Elsevier's Your Paper Your Way program waves strict formatting requirements for the initial submission of a
manuscript as long as it contains all the essential elements being presented here. Avoid sudden introduction of
new terms or ideas; you must present everything in the introduction, to be confronted with your results here.
When citing research in languages other than English, be aware of the possibility that not everyone in the
review process will speak the language of the cited paper and that it may be helpful to find a translation where
possible. Just check the 'Guide for authors' of the journal, but normally they have less than words.


