
RESERARCH METHODS

What is the difference between Research Design and Research Method? Research design is a plan to answer your
research question.

Experiments Give full details of the tools, techniques and procedures you used to conduct the experiment.
Desk Reviews â€” These are non-filed based studies during which the researcher analyses and synthesises
secondary data to articulate new findings. What is your plagiarism score? Qualitative methods example In
order to gain a better insight into the possibilities for improvement of the product range, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with 8 returning customers from the main target group of Company X. Is this
article helpful? Pilot them, then refine the questions so that they are genuinely engaged with your research
object. The surveys were used to select participants who belonged to the target group years old. Because not
all surveys were fully completed, survey results were included in the analysis. Pre-empt any major critiques of
your approach and demonstrate that you made the research as rigorous as possible. Our page on Designing
Research explains how to approach research, and what to think about in designing your research. What might
they prevent you from discovering? Did you conduct surveys by phone, mail, online or in person, and how
long did participants have to respond? Quantitative methods should be deployed when the research aim is to
produce generalizable results that show prevalence, incidence, statistical relationships between variables and
causation. Consider which you intend using and whether you could also find it more useful to combine the
quantitative with the qualitative. Quantitative methods example The survey consisted of 5 multiple-choice
questions and 10 questions that the respondents had to answer with a 7-point Likert scale. Why is this the most
suitable approach to answering your research questions? A piece of research is usually included in any
advanced degree course, and may also be integral to undergraduate degrees. What kinds of research methods
would be best suited to the kind of research you are undertaking and the research questions you are pursuing?
Draw up a set of questions that seem appropriate to what you need to find out. What will you need to do to
ensure they gather useful data? Closed questions tend to be used for asking for and receiving answers about
fixed facts such as name, numbers, and so on. And quantitative data, it must be remembered, are also collected
in accordance with certain research vehicles and underlying research questions. Existing data Explain how you
gathered and selected material such as publications or archival data for inclusion in your analysis. How did
you collect and select them? Tips for writing a strong methodology Step 1: Explain your methodological
approach Begin by introducing your overall approach to the research. Contact your interviewees and ask
permission, explain the interview and its use. Quantitative data is often analysed using statistical methods,
which may be both simple and more complex, depending on the question you are trying to answer. Data
collection methods can be used in various study types, including: Empirical studies â€” These are field based
studies during which the research collects primary data. How did you find and select participants? How was
the data originally produced? What criteria did you use to select material e. Qualitative research This is carried
out when we wish to understand meanings, look at, describe and understand experience, ideas, beliefs and
values, intangibles such as these. Our page on Analysing Qualitative Data explains more. What type of
materials did you analyze? Try them out with a colleague. Do start with some basic closed questions name etc.
In a quantitative experimental study, you might aim to produce generalizable knowledge about the causes of a
phenomenon. Were there any ethical or philosophical considerations? What sort of problems do you envisage
in setting up these methods? Valid research requires a carefully designed study with controlled variables that
can be replicated by other researchers. Our page on Simple Statistical Analysis suggests some suitable starting
points, with more information available on Identifying Patterns and Multivariate Analysis. Setting up a
questionnaire that can be read by an optical mark reader is an excellent idea if you wish to collect large
numbers of responses and analyse them statistically rather than reading each questionnaire and entering data
manually. You might want to include the full questionnaire as an appendix so that your reader can see exactly
what data was collected.


