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I myself also gain a fuller picture of each student, which enables me to teach them more effectively. Have one
post box only - a cardboard box with a narrow slit. This letter will eventually turn into an anchor chart that the
students can use for the remainder of the year. Get Connected and Get Started As your Pen Pal program
continues, one of the keys to success is keeping in close contact with the teacher you are working with. No
matter how you choose to design your classroom's pen pal program, your students are sure to benefit from the
interactions you facilitate. I am the narrator. These had a twist. During our writing time, when the students
write their letters, they have the message to jog ideas of things to write about, and the anchor chart to help
with the format of their letter. Children do not generally receive post, so it can be quite a thrill for them to
receive good-old-fashioned letters and cards through the mail. You should also read through the letters your
students write to make sure they aren't giving away any personal information, such as their home addresses, or
family secrets. PenPal Schools collaborative projects begin every Monday, so enroll today to get your student
excited to write! To accomplish this, they must use a clear structure to organize their thoughts. Global
connections are a fantastic way to engage students in their writing. Fill out their School Class Application
Form and, for a fee, you'll be matched up with other interested students from around the world. For many
students, writing feels repetitive and boring because they write only to their teachers or classmates every day.
Fortunately, new resources such as PenPal Schools help to motivate students by providing an authentic
audience for their ideas. The following Friday the process starts all over again. Additional writing strategies
and tools related to How to Teach Writing:. The Benefits of Pen Pals Pen pal relationships offer a number of
significant inter-disciplinary benefits for your students, including: valuable practice at writing letters in the
proper format Language Arts standard increased awareness of societies and cultures from around the world
can be tied into Social Studies , Geography , and more! He includes a hook, a clear main idea, supporting
details, and a conclusion: When writing to PenPals, students learn from what their peers write and from the
feedback they receive on their own writing. All students write exclusively in English and the teacher acts as
the postman. Keep Pen Pals Safe and Secure In today's society, you need to take extra precautions in order to
keep activities safe, especially where children are concerned. I label all the parts of a friendly letter on this
piece of writing and hang it in the classroom. That box is only for those two classrooms so students are
grouped together so it's quick to deliver the letters and you don't get into a muddle given that students are
using nicknames. I would recommend sending them in one big batch just to keep it simpler for you. Teachers
often struggle to figure out how to teach writing in a way that feels authentic to students. Anyone who has
taught writing has experienced this challenge. Post an announcement on an education-related Message Board.
Even with peer feedback, teacher feedback is still important to help students to develop their writing skills.
Scaffolds for Success Like all classroom projects, this one needs to be carefully introduced and supported. As
a teacher, you must decide if you want your students to gain practice at writing traditional letters or at
composing emails. Discover the culture and traditions of the English-speaking world As you go through the
year students can ask each other what they got for Christmas, are they going to trick or treat for Halloween,
what costume will they wear, did they get a chocolate egg or bunny at Easter, and so on. Ask your pen pal a
question, something you would like to know about him or her. Determine ahead of time if you are going to
send each letter individually or in one big batch. So Spanish children write in English and English children
reply in Spanish. Many students around the world collaborate in English because it is a popular common
language, and English language learners around the world rely on spelling, grammar, and punctuation
conventions to communicate effectively. Simply put the word out about where you are, the grade level of your
students, and what kind of pen pal relationship you seek. The box spends one week in classroom A, and the
following week in classroom B. On Fridays, the interactive part of my morning message serves as a spot for
students to write ideas of things we did during the week. Drop him or her a quick email to let them know when
they can expect your letters to arrive. She not only describes her day-to-day life, but she also describes the
sounds of her school, how she travels, and the bustle of daily life in the city. You'll want to consider: the grade
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level you are teaching the availability of computers at your school the level of computer literacy of your
students Finding Pen Pals for Your Kids Using the Internet, it's fairly simple to find enthusiastic counterparts
from around the world who would like to partner up with your classroom. By connecting every student with a
group of peers, students have the opportunity to share their opinions in a fun and authentic way. Motivating
students to want to write can be even more difficult than teaching them how to write. Global connections can
help to motivate students to include more details in their writing.


