
A LITERARY PAPER OF STEINBECKS THE GRAPES OF WRATH

Krystal Giffen The Grapes of Wrath Part 1: Literary Analysis 1. John Steinbeck's novel, The Grapes of Wrath is one of
the most influential books in American.

It is when the reader recognizes and understands these influences that the importance of the novel can be truly
understood. Many different things caused this event. Order and categorization are not necessarily negative
traits of society, but they are not immune from exploitation and abuse by certain classes of a society. This
narrative choice has two opposite, and often simultaneous, effects: It both elevates and universalizes the Joads
and makes them difficult to care about as individuals. It's okay to steal if you need to in order to survive or to
help yourself or others in a time of need. This selflessness is not immediate, however; over the course of the
book several characters undergo a subtle metamorphosis This character influences the entire Joad family, but
ends up leaving a huge impact on the main character, Tom Joad In the novel, Steinbeck effectively presents
the isolated struggles of one family, the Joads, while also relating them to the widespread social upheaval of
the time. Introduction Officially published on April 14, , The Grapes of Wrath is the novel for which John
Steinbeck received both his greatest acclaim and his sharpest criticism. Along with this horrific economic
state, the American Midwest also experienced the Dust Bowl, which made land impossible to farm, and
caused dust storms that made the area uninhabitable. The Joads, when they initially leave home, are a group of
simplistic, animal-like people who barely understand or even realize their plight, but as the story progresses,
they begin to grow and adapt to their new circumsta Because we know so little about the mentalities of the
characters, we have a hard time believing that they are acting as real people might. They are dangerous
because they perform the function of men with greater efficiency, but they lack the spiritual element that
makes the land so valuable Though the Joads were a fictitious family, I was able to identify with many signs
of hope that they could hold onto. The Joad family alongside thousands of other refugees also affected by the
dirty thirties migrates west towards California seeking employment and a new home. At this point the family
has encountered a series of problems that seem to be never ending. While each Joad family member has his
own quirks, speech patterns, and characteristics, the Joads are less a group of three-dimensional characters
than they are a collection of archetypes. Good interactions with people form average lives into fairytales and
wishes into realities. The Joads, along with many other families, decided to move west but they only had a
limited amount of money. However, both the statistic and the novel have a similar theme- Money being placed
before people. Steinbeck introduces people who are hard working and honest, that reach out selflessly with
compassion towards others Socialism started early in Europe and several experiments of it were done in
America. All the parts of the Journey can be traced back to the Bible. The Joads were a hard-working family
with a strong sense of togetherness and morals; they farmed their land and went about their business without
bothering anyone. This novel, The Grapes of Wrath, relates to some of the many times of violence and cruelty
that this America has seen. Though these two themes heavily contrast, the migrants in this story understood in
order to survive they would need to help each other out. He uses this as a way to give us a representation of
what the world is looking like, but not only physically; he sets the tone with this imagery, showing us how it
feels to live in this world. At this point the family has encountered a series of problems that seem to be never
ending. Particularly, Ma shows her caring towards others from the beginning and urges others to do the same.
Some survived, but they surrendered; lived like a walking dead The sand turtle attempts to cross the road in
chapter three. The first being Mother Nature, the very physical aspect and the second is the virgin, which
represents the spiritual aspect of the archetype It must be part of human nature to adopt an independent
attitude when faced with troubles. The Grapes of Wrath is arguably the most eye-opening novel written in the
20th century. One character who strongly contributes to this journey is Ma Joad. Since centuries ago the male
populations have been perceived as the ones with less weakness and flaws, they were almost even deemed as
superior. In contrast, Steinbeck looms as an ever-present authorial presence. The main characters in the novel
are sharecroppers turned into migrant workers much of the stetting is taken place outdoors The family tries to
look for a place where they can secure jobs and food to support themselves daily. Born in Salinas, California
in , Steinbeck spent most of his life in Monterey County, the setting of much of his fiction such as the novel
Cannery Row, a novel depicting the canning Co. They spend their lives learning the land around them.


