
TRIP TO MISSON ESPADA

There were few people here the day I visited, which made it a peaceful place to walk around and visit. The church is
lovely, the grounds outside are well.

There were epidemics that devastated the population. Under threat of personal attack, the priests began
packing their belongings in the fall of  In fact, Espada was the only mission to make brickâ€”and you can see
some of these bricks today in the mission itself. While he did this, he established Mission Espada as his home
and made a start at rebuilding the church. A smallpox epidemic in the winter of killed an estimated 3, people
in the area. The Franciscan padres worked to make it as much like a Spanish village as possible. With your
help, we can continue that important work. In order to become Spanish citizens and productive inhabitants,
Native Americans learned vocational skills. The relocation was in part inspired by fears of French
encroachment and need for more Missionaries to tend to San Antonio de Bexar's Indian population. And
Apache raids that were unceasing. A friary was built in , and the church was completed in  But it was then
moved to its present site by the San Antonio River. There seemed to be no hope of recovery. The legacy of
these Native American artisans is still evident throughout the city of San Antonio today. The new mission was
dedicated on June 1,  Rancho de las Cabras[ edit ] Rancho de las Cabras was established between and , 30
miles southeast of San Antonio de Bexar under the jurisdiction of Mission Espada, so as to provide land for
cultivation of crops and livestock for the Mission's population without intruding on private lands. Multiple
fires. The year was  They trained the natives in many useful vocationsâ€”including carpentry, masonry,
stonecutting, and brick-making. This potential energy would carry the water from its original exit point on the
San Antonio River to the farmlands of Mission Espada. As buildings became more elaborate, mission
occupants learned masonry and carpentry skills under the direction of craftsmen contracted by the
missionaries. The last years of Espada, however, were difficult and tragic. The acequia system at Mission
Espada is the most complete and original acequia system at the park. A friary was built in , and the church was
completed in  Today, we owe a debt of real gratitude to Father Bouchu. Life at Mission Espada was productive
in its early years. The mission was tried once more on August 5, as San Francisco de los Neches. The Espada
Aqueduct brought water traveling in an acequia from the San Antonio River over a low elevation creek, to
maintain the elevation and potential energy of the water. Three priests, three soldiers and supplies were left
among the Nabedache Indians. Drought besieged the mission in the summers of and , and the Nabedache
wished to get rid of the mission. After secularization, these vocational skills proved beneficial to post-colonial
growth of San Antonio. As the Nabedache were no longer interested in the mission, and France had abandoned
effort to lay claim in the area, the mission was temporarily relocated along the Colorado River in July 


