
DEMOCRACY IN BANGLADESH

Democracy is one of the four fundamental principles according to the original Constitution of Bangladesh. History[edit].
Democracy was introduced in the .

Is the institutional framework good enough for sustaining democratic order in Bangladesh? In the face of the
highly politicised armed forces, what is the future of democracy in Bangladesh? Story continues below
advertisement In December , Bangladesh conducted another election. The author concludes that the prospects
for democracy are likely only if the political parties can maintain the emerging consensus and politics of
compromise. Or from October, will there be another civil war-like situation as ? Story continues below
advertisement Story continues below advertisement What lies ahead? This was the most peaceful transfer of
government in the history of Bangladesh. Fundamental human rights are guaranteed here and all citizens are
equal under the law. This was not a democratic solution either, but as an interim system, the people accepted
it. For this to happen, it is believed that the following recommendations need to be pursued by Bangladesh
with missionary zeal and commitment. How will the military react? Lack of democratic practice within
political parties is the other reason that hindered or is still hindering the institutionalisation of a democratic
system and practices in Bangladesh. Misconduct of the and elections has resulted in the eclipse of the political
opposition. Through many ups and downs contrary to the principles and essence of democracy, the country is
continuing with the cherished system with many limitations or shortcomings. The other reasons include weak
institutions like the election commission, partisan bureaucracy, and partisan and dependent civil society
institutions. Free and fair elections need to be held at regular intervals for the election of representatives of the
people at all levels of government. A parliamentary system of government was proposed in the Twelfth
Amendment Act in August and this was ratified by a constitutional referendum on 15 September  Against all
these odds, if we carefully look into the history of democracy and its practice, we can say that Bangladesh has
had democratic rule in two phases of its nearly 50 years of existence as a sovereign nation â€” the first phase
was from , and the second phase began in and is continuing till this day. If the election is one of the pathways
towards democracy, then in Bangladesh the path has never been smooth. The Jatiya Sangsad, comprising
directly-elected representatives of the people, has been the centrepiece of national politics; a cabinet,
consisting of the leaders of the majority party, has been made accountable to the Sangsad. Probably more
pressure from the Awami League on independent news outlets. Many suffered grave injuries that included
prominent party leaders who formed a human shield to save Sheikh Hasina. The most notable incident was the
21st August grenade attack on her political rally at Bangabandhu Avenue in  USAID has worked to identify
localized drivers of intolerance throughout Bangladesh and is addressing each through a variety of programs.


