
TEACHING WRITING A PARAGRAPH

Help your students expand their writing skills with these teaching ideas on writing a paragraph before they need to know
how to write a multi-paragraph.

While it's certainly possible to overuse transitions, omitting them all together will only confuse readers. The
answer depends upon the nature and scope of the writing task. There are a number of compelling reasons to
indent anew: To introduce a new idea To give the reader a chance to regroup To emphasize a point To break
complicated information down into smaller segments To create a transition between key ideas To indicate a
change in speaker in a dialogue To sum up the main idea One way to think about breaks is to break ideas into
larger units of meaning, sometimes called "stadia of discourse. So I wrote this on the board: Is this a
paragraph? We had success! Then, review their answers. What do you meanâ€¦. Because when a paragraph
starts out with I really like living on a farm, the following sentences should really be aboutâ€¦ Living on a
farm! The Thesis statement usually appears at the middle or end of the introductory paragraph of a paper,
providing a concise summary of the main point or claim of the piece of writing. Each clearly identified topic
will require at least one dedicated paragraph. I remember years ago when it came time to learn how to write a
paragraph, I assigned them to write one about their favorite video game. Place: As with a changing focus on a
person, a shift from one location to another is most often best noted with a corresponding change in
paragraphing. Take the opportunity to reinforce good writing practices when engaged in classroom reading
activities too. Yes, I said. In short all the methods you can use for organizing an essay can also be used for
organizing paragraphs. Sometimes they misread the exam questions. Writing is a craft and like any craft some
refining is required. Most paragraphs, particularly in academic writing, set out to develop one concept
important to the overall piece of writing; typically all of the sentences in a paragraph serve to develop one
idea. In a history paper about the Civil War, a writer wouldn't want to use the phrase "the Civil War" in every
sentence. The planning stage of writing serves the same purpose as architectural blueprints, that is: to foresee
the problems of construction and solve them before building begins. And in a book-length study, each cause
might easily be given a whole chapter. Without that connection, though, the sentence seems to be thrown in at
random. Or a student may fail if he's ill or sleep-deprived. One way to reassure students about repetition is to
help them understand what some editors call "elegant variation"â€”ideas subtly repeated with variation in
wording. For example, a paragraph may list three solutions for a problem and develop each of the solutions in
one or two more specific sentences.


