
DEATH OF A SALESMEN ILLUSION IN AN

Illusion Versus Reality in Death of a Salesman A major theme and source of conflict throughout Miller's play, Death of a
Salesman, is the Loman family's inability to distinguish between reality and illusion. This is particularly evident in the
father, Willy Loman. In reality, none.

Life brings out the elements, where the author stages the event and the characters play them out. The one we
see in the present action is a tired man in his sixties. Willy is the aging salesman whose imagination is much
larger than his sales ability. Whether it is incorporated in the content or the actual structure, this struggle
between recognizing reality from illusion turns into a strong theme; it eventually leads to the downfall of
Willy and his family. Miller is known for being a true activist, supporting and participating in many liberal
issues, including the civil rights struggle and the protest against the Vietnam War. Willy has created a fantasy
world for himself and his family, a world in which he and his sons are great men who "have what it takes" to
make it in the context of business and free enterprise. In these two plays Miller portrays two lower-middle
class men, Willie Loman and Victor Franz, respectively, who each live by an ideal that ultimately is
self-defeating Therefore, Willy and his sons believe that they all know and have what it takes to be a success
in life and in business. However, their social status, lineage, and ability to accept reality are incompatible with
their dreams. They build dreams and fantasies to conceal the more difficult truths of their lives. Willy
exaggerates his reputation, status and popularity. Biff also starts to believe these falsehoods. Illusion - Reality
vs. Each flashback is somehow related to the present. Willy led an illusive and deceptive life that was filled
with tension and anxiety. Linda, helpfully: Oh. Willy has many illusions throughout the play. He is young and
confident. This is best exemplified in the career Willy chose for himself. Likewise, Willy refers to his hard
work to justify his yearnings for fame and popularity but knows that he is dogged by comparative failure.
Happy was the less-favoured son of the two. Desperately, Willy is a character who relies on the myth of his
own self-importance in order to bolster his standing both within and without the family. Interpreting a play
means to read and pay attention to details, focus on specific parts of the play that have meaning, link your
ideas together and form a conclusion of what the play means to you In reality, none of them can achieve this
greatness until they confront and deal with this illusion Could never take orders from anybody.


