
ROLE OF UNIVERSITES IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

What is the role of universities in sustainable development? How can higher education contribute to sustainability?
Explore some ideas in this post.

Ask yourself the following questions to find out if your university fosters or hinders sustainability education: 1
Goal: Does our university want students to become obedient citizens or passive consumers? One of the key
questions to be addressed is: what can higher education leaders, faculty and students do to implement
sustainable development in their institutional vision, mission and values statements, their strategic plans and
their organisational culture? The SDG initiative is a concerted universal agenda by the member states of the
UN and the global civil society and it represents a strategic framework and a bold normative vision of the
future. Thus, higher education has a unique role to play in helping to achieve the SDGs. Unsubscribe at any
time. In spite of the presence of higher education and research institutions with strong programmes in
agriculture, in most parts of Sub-Saharan Africa, farming is still at subsistence level and in most cases it is
lagging behind population growth. As a knowledge producer, the core mission of higher education cuts across
all learning domains. Or does teaching aim to educate global citizens for sustainable development? Receive
UWN's free weekly e-newsletters. Or do they just passively learn in the classroom, by listening to lectures all
day? Energy Rural Africa continues to remain outside energy assessment and planning, which are normal
practices for industry, commerce and transport. Since good practices start with good research, to help address
inclusive and equitable quality education, the International Higher Education Teaching and Learning
Association HETL has launched a book series titled International Perspectives on Equity and Inclusion. Given
its primary role as knowledge producer, higher education can serve as a powerful means to help create a more
sustainable future. To that end, students should cultivate critical and creative thinking skills, engage in
authentic interdisciplinary learning activities and develop a value system that emphasises responsibility to self,
others and the planet. This will require promoting appropriate technologies, devising curricula and creating
research networks in the African higher education system. To what extent does research lead to new policies,
technologies and patents that positively impact society? Or do they learn how to construct a zero-energy
building that provides long-term benefits to its occupants? Or are buildings equipped with solar cells, good
insulation, waste separation or energy-efficient lighting, as well as certified with recognized sustainability
standards, such as LEED or BREEAM? One important role of a sustainable university is to empower students
to learn about sustainability in an inter-disciplinary and learner-centred way. Education: Empower global
citizens for sustainable development Universities grant the highest degrees of the education system: Bachelor,
Master and PhD degrees. Do academics conduct research for authoritarian governments on how to make their
weapons more lethal or better spy on their population? In addition, higher education institutions can
participate in the UN Higher Education Sustainability Initiative and the United Nations University provides
many examples of sustainability in action. They also need to set examples by, for example, introducing energy
saving measures, recycling waste and generally helping to create a clean, healthy and safe campus
environment conducive to teaching and learning. Water Resources Management Between and , water
resources on the continent declined from  With a target date of , the UN, through their SDG initiative, has set
17 broad and interdependent goals that are necessary for creating a sustainable future on our planet. In a region
like Africa, few issues are more important than environment-related problems of food security, poverty,
disease, land degradation, water security, climate change, conflicts, deforestation, natural disasters, and
urbanization. Global problems require global action In the current era, we face huge global problems for
example, the refugee crisis, global climate change, extreme poverty and illiteracy and, presumably, these
problems are best addressed through universal education and international cooperation. Research: Discover
answers to important social questions Through research, academics at a sustainable university can find
answers to important social questions. For example, do engineering students just learn about constructing a
building in the most cost-efficient manner? Download the Summary of Presentations at the Conference. Ask
yourself the following questions to find out if your university fosters or hinders green campus operations: 1
Buildings: Do buildings waste energy and lack waste recycling? These issues, and the factors driving these
issues, have been discussed in previous University World News articles. For more in-depth reading on
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education, please check out our blogpost on Education for Sustainable Development.


