
THE CAUSES AND EXTENT OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCIES IN SOCIETY

Read chapter The Development of Delinquency: Even though youth crime rates have Most adolescents in U.S. society
at some time engage in illegal behaviors , . It looks as if the effects of living with a single parent vary with the amount of.

Early hyperactivity and attention problems without concurrent aggression, however, appear not to be related to
later aggressive behavior Loeber, ; Magnusson and Bergman, ; Nagin and Tremblay, , although a few studies
do report such relationships Gittelman et al. Careful analyses of juvenile court cases in the United States
shows that economic conditions rather than family composition influenced children 's delinquency Chilton and
Markle,  Other research suggests that adolescents usually become involved with delinquent peers before they
become delinquent themselves Elliott, b; Elliott et al. Many Indians are of the school of thought that these
juveniles should also be dealt with an iron fist, and the most severe punishment possible, meted out to them. It
is important to note that since poor cognitive abilities and problem behaviors in the preschool years also 1
Executive functions refer to a variety of independent skills that are necessary for purposeful, goal-directed
activity. Furthermore, the significance of being born to a single mother has changed dramatically over the past
30 years. There have been suggestions that early-onset delinquents are more likely than later-onset delinquents
to be more serious and persistent offenders e. Despite this there is still interest in creating some sort of
international registry. Although risk factors may help identify which children are most in need of preventive
interventions, they cannot identify which particular children will become serious or chronic offenders. This
may increase the chances of offending because low educational attainment, a low attachment to school, and
low educational aspirations are all risk factors for offending in themselves. There is evidence, however, that
predictors associated with onset do not predict persistence particularly well Farrington and Hawkins,  This
also included the modesty of women being outraged. There is a suggestion that women who persist in crime
past adolescence may be more disturbed than men who persist Jordan et al. Most of these youths come from
families of discord or abuse. The diminished influence of peers after men marry has also been cited as a factor
in desisting from offending. Single parents often find it hard to get assistance Ensminger et al. Critique of risk
factor research[ edit ] Two UK academics, Stephen Case and Kevin Haines, among others, criticized risk
factor research in their academic papers and a comprehensive polemic text, Understanding Youth Offending:
Risk Factor Research, Policy and Practice. This section will first consider factors within the family that have
been found to be associated with the development of delinquency and then consider peer influences on
delinquent behavior. The most efficient interventions are those that not only separate at-risk teens from
anti-social peers, and place them instead with pro-social ones, but also simultaneously improve their home
environment by training parents with appropriate parenting styles, [28] parenting style being the other large
predictor of juvenile delinquency. In general, problems in each of these areas are likely to be associated with
problems of a variety of types â€”performance and behavior in school, with peers, with authorities, and
eventually with partners and offspring. In the longitudinal studies of causes and correlates of delinquency in
Denver, Pittsburgh, and Rochester see Thornberry et al. The development of empathy, guilt feelings, social
cognition, and moral reasoning are generally considered important emotional and cognitive correlates of social
development. The study is continuing to follow these boys to see if their prevalence drops in early adulthood.
Behavior characterized by willful disobedience and defiance is considered a different disorder oppositional
defiant disorder , but often occurs in conjunction with conduct disorder and may precede it. In addition to the
lack of specificity regarding the predictors and the mechanisms of risk, similar measures predict learning
disabilities, mental retardation, minimal brain dysfunction, and others Towbin,  Rather it focuses on factors
that are most relevant to prevention efforts. The chapter discusses risk factors for offending, beginning with
risks at the individual level, including biological, psychological, behavioral, and cognitive factors. Social
disorganization[ edit ] Current positivist approaches generally focus on the culture. The social behaviors that
developmentalists study during childhood can be divided into two broad categories: prosocial and antisocial. It
may be more fruitful to construct intervention groups so that low- and moderate-risk youth are included with
their high-risk counterparts to minimize the possibility of deviancy training and harmful intervention effects.
Many adolescents, in the period during which they engage in these behaviors, are likely to meet formal criteria
for conduct disorder. Most measures indicate that males are more likely to commit crimes. Parents should be
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counselled to detect early signs of maladjustments, so that any tendency towards delinquency may be
destroyed at the roots. They feel that the JJ Act is based on the principle of reformative justice and not on
retributive justice. Neverthless, it would be premature to conclude that serious drug use causes serious crime
McCord,  Prenatal and perinatal risk factors represent a host of latent and manifest conditions that influence
subsequent development. Parents who punish are more likely to punish too much abuse. It suggests young
people are motivated to commit crimes by delinquent peers, and learn criminal skills from them.


