
AMERICAN VIEWS ON SEXUALITY

Sexuality in the United States has had an assorted approach, depending on both the region in Some scholars argue that
American media is the most sexually suggestive in the world. According to this view, the sexual messages contained in
film, television, and music are becoming more explicit in dialog, lyrics, and.

Different cultures, however, have established distinctive approaches to gender. The U. Those with more
education are less likely to say it is necessary to believe in God to be moral than those with less education.
With the exception of the U. Human sexuality impacts, and is impacted by, cultural, political, legal, and
philosophical aspects of life, and can interact with issues of morality, ethics, theology, spirituality, or religion.
How males and females were allowed and expected to express their sexuality became very different, with men
having a great deal more sexual power and freedom. Human sexuality can be understood as part of the social
life of humans, governed by social norms, implied rules of behavior, and the status quo. Since the beginning of
the industrial revolution in the United States, many changes in sexual standards have occurred. In addition to a
plurality who now approve of same-sex marriage, Americans overwhelmingly support basic civil liberties and
freedom of expression for gays and lesbians, in contrast to sharp division on such issues in the s. The change
toward acceptance of homosexuality began in the late s after years of remaining relatively constant. When U.
The American researcher Alfred Kinsey was also a major influence in changing 20th-century attitudes about
sex, and the Kinsey Institute for Research in Sex, Gender, and Reproduction continues to be a major center for
the study of human sexuality today. Individuals are socialized to these norms from an early age by their
family, education system, peers, media, and religion. This mirrors other oppressive systems in modern culture,
especially those surrounding gender and race black versus white, male versus female, etc. It can be expressed
as antipathy, contempt, prejudice, aversion, or hatred; it may be based on irrational fear and is sometimes
related to religious beliefs. Human sexuality can be understood as part of the social life of humans, governed
by implied rules of behavior and the status quo. However, differences remain across demographic groups in
the size of the majority saying homosexuality should be accepted by society. Many people experience racism
in the dominant LGBT community where racial stereotypes merge with gender stereotypes. The United States
is a heteronormative society, meaning it supports heterosexuality as the norm. What is its purpose, and where
should we have it? Gays, lesbians, and bisexual people regularly experience stigma, harassment,
discrimination, and violence due to their sexual orientation, and as a result of institutionalized homophobia.
Sexuality Across Cultures Throughout time and place, the vast majority of human beings have participated in
sexual relationships Broude  Whereas practicing Christians still overwhelmingly tie sex to marriage, the move
among the greater U. Sedgwick recognized that in American culture, males are subject to a clear divide
between the two sides of this continuum, whereas females enjoy more fluidity. So what do Americans think
about sex? Each society, however, interprets sexuality and sexual activity in different ways. Among Hispanics,
however, there is not a pronounced gender gap. Support for a gay person's right to speak before a public
audience increased from 62 percent in to 86 percent in ; support for allowing gays and lesbians to teach at
colleges or universities rose from 48 percent in to 84 percent in ; and approval for having a library keep a book
that favors homosexuality rose from 54 percent in to 78 percent in  However, this is not always the case, and
some do not become aware of their sexual orientation until much later in life. While 64 percent of those under
30 back same-sex marriage, only 27 percent of those 70 and older support it. Historically, religion has been the
greatest influence on sexual behavior in the United States; however, in more recent years, peers and the media
have emerged as two of the strongest influences, particularly among American teens Potard, Courtois, and
Rusch,  In a recent study, Barna Group asked about these and other questions related to sexâ€”and discovered
there is no broadly shared consensus among American adults. Views are more closely divided among those
with some college experience and those with no more than a high school diploma. The growing acceptance of
homosexuality has been broad-based, and majorities of most demographic groups now hold this view. To have
sex is increasingly seen as a pleasurable and important element in the journey toward self-fulfillment. NORC
also supports a nationwide field staff as well as international research operations. The messages that children
are taught about sex play an important role in how they will grow into their sexual selves and express or not
express their sexual motivations.


