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She lives on a small plot of land 47 kilometres from Gulu and supports four grandchildren and several great
grand-children. Following the release of the film Kony , the group asserted that it hoped to explain the conflict
in "an easily understandable format", with CEO Ben Keesey adding that "There are few times where problems
are black and white. Their movement has succeeded in dramatically raising the profile of an issue that had
previously been swept under the rug. The Ugandan warlord was the subject of "Kony ," an informational video
produced by U. The most important thing is to trust in God. Mr Mapenduzi says locals have no choice but to
get on with their lives. She says if she met the perpetrators today she would not show anger. The friendship
between Jacob, Laren, Bobby, and Jason grew, and the group stayed with Jacob for over a month. The U.
Jason Russell: He credits a church group trip to Kenya in for transforming his mindset and fomenting his
interest in Africa. The law was designed to help bring peace and stability to the region, however, according to
the article, "[Critics say] it has strengthened the hand of the Ugandan president, whose security forces have a
human rights abuse record of their own". The participants sleep in a public place to simulate children in
Uganda sleeping in a city center to avoid capture by the Lord's Resistance Army. For this reason, the attention
that the Kony film is bringing could incite violence. Although he was from the Lango ethnic group, the
soldiers who made up his army were primarily from the Acholi region, in northern Uganda. In the early s,
media attention was drawn to the region when thousands of children affected by the LRA activities took
refuge in Gulu, Uganda. In , nineteen-year-old engineering student Laren Poole and his good friend Bobby
Bailey followed their friend Jason Russell, a recent University of Southern California film school graduate, to
Africa. There's lots of complicated stuff in the world, but Joseph Kony and what he's doing is black and white.
When they got back, they started small, with a bracelet campaign and their first film. Fatherhood has only
strengthened his resolve to do all that he can to help end the scourge of the LRA. After more than a decade of
peace, the town of Gulu is rebuilding. Jacob and their experiences in Gulu inspired the friends to return to the
United States in order to do whatever they could to end a conflict that very few people seemed to know about
or were working to stop. In , President Barack Obama authorized the deployment of U. Laren Poole and Jason
Russell continue their work at Invisible Children, and Bobby is still pursuing his passion in filmmaking, but
has moved on to tackle other issues. The war robbed him of education and health. Inside me, there is no
vengeance. Internationally, journalists set out to inform themselves about the conditions in the region. All
those opportunities," he says. People are making up for lost time but the region is still one of the poorest in
Uganda. Gordon later published a story about what she saw as their questionable practices.


