
HOW TO WRITE A CHAPTER SUMMARY 4TH GRADE

Fourth-graders learn how to write book summaries so they can effectively condense Provide an example, such as a
one-sentence summary for chapters one.

Please Follow Me! Additionally, they are asked to make increasingly-detailed critiques of other summaries to
identify issues and explain how to improve the summary. Usually, we encourage students to think for
themselves. I have seen different variations of this, but this is the one I teach and love. No opinions, no little
tiny irrelevant details-- just the facts. Join Now! I also ask them to read a summary and identify different
issues irrelevant details, opinions, not enough information, retelling events out of order, etc. Why Students
Struggle With Summarizing Students struggle with summarizing because it is counterintuitive to so many
other things we have taught them. The dashes on the right hand side are details that support each star idea
main idea. I must say, our summary writing is most definitely a work in progress, but I am proud of the hard
work my kids put in so far! As with any new skill, especially a writing skill, students need to be explicitly
taught. Here is the anchor chart we made together. It is the easiest writing curriculum to follow and so
effective! One of my colleagues and former colleagues wrote the curriculum, and I have so enjoyed using it
this year. Unfortunately, the author was not given for this particular article, so we used the name of the
publication Colorado Reader instead. After they have read the text, they go through and pick out the main idea
of each paragraph or group of paragraphs. The partner can take notes on the retelling, and then they can
compare it to the original, making adjustments, such as adding missed main points or deleting details. Each
star you see shows one of the main ideas. Discuss what it is. Other suggestions are short expository readings
from the fields of science, education, or history. It is such a simple method once students grasp it, and they
write beautiful summaries each and every time! Of course not! A summary is a long text distilled to its
essentials, the key points worth noting, without examples and details. What are some tips and tricks you use
for teaching higher level summary writing and non-fiction summary writing? I did a very brief mini-lesson
revisiting mentor texts that we had already used to discuss the problem-solution structure of narratives. As a
class, decide on the top five main ideas for the summary. For the topic sentence of our summary, we write a
SAAC statement. And if you are interested in more, you should follow our Facebook page where we share
more about creative, non-boring ways to teach English. There are four parts to the summary topic sentence.
However, it is a skill worth the time and effort as students will use it throughout their academic careers and the
benefits it provides in reading, writing, and critical thinking skills. I know it may look tedious at first glance,
but my students consistently generate stellar summaries thanks to this method. Chapter Breakdown Divide
your class into pairs and ask each group to discuss the chapter -- or group of chapters -- they've just read.
When we say "make it shorter" we bend our knees to make ourselves shorter, and when we get to "like a
reporter," we pretend we are reporters jotting notes on an invisible notepad. Once they "get" all the parts of the
SAAC statement, it is easy breezy to write awesome topic sentences and then they fill in the rest with their star
ideas and details! Once students progress through this resource and become familiar with the summary-writing
process, I remove the use of a graphic organizer and ask them to write their own summaries. Having
differentiated passages ready to go at three different levels has been so helpful to master this skill. Questions I
asked my readers today: What happens when the author does not use the format of problem-solution? They
can use this marked text as an outline to review later for quizzes. Lastly, we agreed on the solution to the
problem or the outcome as the Then. One for fiction summary writing and another for non-fiction summary
writing. In addition to practicing with the above mentor texts, we also practiced with differentiated passages
from my Summarizing: Differentiated Reading Passages and Questions found HERE. With the first lesson, we
discussed narrative text vs. Here is the sample summary I wrote in my teacher notebook the students copied it
into their writing notebooks for reference after we did the anchor chart together. I would love to hear more
ideas!


