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While reading Joan Didionâ€™s essay â€œOn Going Homeâ€• one may be reminded of a sense of home and family. In
this essay Didion recreates the feeling one gets when one visits a place from the past or while reminiscing about fond
memories. Didionâ€™s â€œOn Going Homeâ€• is like a flood of.

A letter of rejection from The Nation, an aerial photograph of the site for a shopping center my father did not
build in  Share this:. The text begins with Didion scribbling in her diary, presumably in an upset mood judging
by the sizeable print she used to create a dramatic effect. This can be posited to be an indication that she was
unfamiliar to the environment. She takes the reader through her dismal attitudes of embarrassment, uneasiness,
and eventual enlightenment. At the beginning of the essay, she informs the reader that she intended to stay in
New York for just a few months and would leave once the weather got warm. At the end of the essay, the
author indicates that she had grown tired of the similar routine that she experiences in New York. In this
regard, relative research shows her employment of imagery is not only interesting to strangers in the city but
also appealing to the inhabitants of the same. It is closer to how we actually see the world â€” like the moment
you heard big news, and how that moment is compromised of many things: how you felt, where you where,
the people you were with, how cold it was outside. Through the expressive writing by Joan Didion, the
emotions in this text are truly tangible. This is a question that is rarely discussed among people. To shear one
off from the other is to only convey a part. Thus their actual experience in the city is frustrating as they do not
find it to have a similar environment as the one they were told and therefore expected. This is a compelling
essay as the author utilizes various rhetorical and stylistic devices to uphold the interest of the reader. The
contributing factors to such conclusion derived from her personal experiences with her direct family mother,
father, and brother , her husband, and even her own daughter. This is a vital style that makes the essay
consistent and palatable. In particular she employs various descriptive details of events and experiences
throughout the essay. The story began with her arrival to New York and continuous to the point in time where
she is in her late twenties. In most writings a purpose is not found before the writer writes, but often found
after they decide to start writing. I believe that most people have written something at least once in their
lifetime. By detailing her experiences in a comprehensive manner, she succeeds in portraying the intrinsic
moral decay that characterized the then society. It makes the reader understand that Didion is experiencing this
for the very first time. Her book, Blue Nights, is a book of shards â€” shorn-off sentences, fragments, words,
repetitions, images held tight â€” like talismans that litter the text. In addition, it enables the reader to grasp
the content, themes and general purpose of the sentences and be able to follow the story line accordingly.
However, this does not happen as she ends up staying in the city for a considerable period of time of close to
five years. There is no final solution for letters of rejection from The Nation and teacups hand-painted in  A
bathing suit I wore the summer I was seventeen. These simply-structured sentences slow down the tempo of
the paragraph after the volley of fragmented images Didion previously threw at the reader, allowing her to
take time to address the central themes of her essay. Every detail and element is timeless and independent of
the others while at the same time holding a deeper connection shared with all of the others. Didion writes from
her own experience as a young writer living her dream of being in New York City. In addition, this structure
presents a feeling of an irregular pattern. She wishes that her daughter may experience the same happiness and
moments as she when she was a child, but knows that realistically, that home is a queer thing that you cannot
go back to completely once you leave it. But this still left her unsettled. By failing to use commas as
necessary, the author in this instance portrays that the experience was overwhelming. Didion well highlighted
the issue that she felt about not. While the long sentences seek to enhance the suspense, the shorter ones play a
critical role of emphasizing the information presented by the short sentences. We hear her talking about what
she used to have for breakfast always sunglasses-on in the house in the morning, always a cold Coca-Cola
from the fridge , we hear about her morning routines with her daughter and husband, and see her now in
cashmere and a gold chain â€” very thin, but very in control, telling us just enough about her life to keep us
interested, yet also, perceptibly, holding back. I decide to meet it head-on and clean out a drawer, and I spread
the contents on the bed. Whether purposely or accidentally, these are the moments that with our
comprehension on how time is ongoing and the collaborating events occurring around us, we are forced to
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retrospect ourselves and the conditions one lives. At first, she is fascinated with the experience but gets
disappointed in the long run because her expectations are not met. The diction is used to create the title also
supports the idea that her home is now a foreign place, merely a past memory. While one shares in her journey
through her past and her visits with her family it brings to mind how one may or may not have this same sense
of family to pass on to their family or even have it themselves. By employing this, the author succeeds to
maintain the attention and interest of the reader because of the irregular pattern makes the essay stimulating to
read as well as palatable.


