
THE ROLE OF SLAVES IN THE AMERICAN SOCIETY AFTER THE

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION IN 1863

While it did not free a single slave, it was an important turning point in the war, When the American Civil War () began,
President Abraham Lincoln When it took effect in January , the Emancipation Proclamation freed million But the
president's role as commander in chief cut two ways.

Union-occupied areas of the Confederate states where the proclamation was put into immediate effect by local
commanders included Winchester, Virginia , [74] Corinth, Mississippi , [75] the Sea Islands along the coasts
of the Carolinas and Georgia, [76] Key West , Florida, [77] and Port Royal, South Carolina. They chose to
disregard it, and I made the peremptory proclamation on what appeared to me to be a military necessity. Lee 's
retreating troops, Union forces turned back a Confederate invasion of Maryland. When the Confederacy did
not yield, Lincoln issued the final Emancipation Proclamation on January 1st,  The legal framework of slavery
would still exist in the former Confederate states as well as in the Union slave states that had been exempted
from the proclamation. Moreover, the war was going badly for the Union. Heralded as the savior of the Union,
President Lincoln actually considered the Emancipation Proclamation to be the most important aspect of his
legacy. On July 22, Lincoln presented it to his entire cabinet as something he had determined to do and he
asked their opinion on wording. The Negroes are counting the days and hours when the 1st of January shall
come. Eight black men served together in the U. On March 13, , Congress approved a "Law Enacting an
Additional Article of War", which stated that from that point onward it was forbidden for Union Army officers
to return fugitive slaves to their owners. And being made, it must stand. In December , Lincoln sent his first
annual message to Congress the State of the Union Address , but then typically given in writing and not
referred to as such. If there be those who would not save the Union unless they could at the same time destroy
slavery, I do not agree with them. Secretary of State William H. Eric Foner and John A. Most slaves were still
behind Confederate lines or in exempted Union-occupied areas. President Lincoln had first proposed the
Emancipation Proclamation to his Cabinet in July , but Secretary of State William Seward suggested waiting
for a Union victory so that the government could prove that it could enforce the Proclamation. Slaves in the
District of Columbia were freed on April 16, , and their owners were compensated. In a publicized meeting
with black residents of Washington , also in , Lincoln urged them to consider emigrating abroad to escape the
prejudice they encountered and to help persuade conservatives that the much-feared racial consequences of
emancipation might be thereby mitigated. Lincoln first discussed the proclamation with his cabinet in July  It
was bolder, had more ring, and lasted later into the night. By the s, southern states passed laws legally
segregating black and white Americans. The state was also required to abolish slavery in its new constitution.
Of the states that were exempted from the Proclamation, Maryland, [32] Missouri, [33] Tennessee, [34] and
West Virginia [35] prohibited slavery before the war ended. During the war, Union generals such as Benjamin
Butler declared that slaves in occupied areas were contraband of war and accordingly refused to return them.
As a result, he did not promote the contraband designation. Hearing of the Proclamation, more slaves quickly
escaped to Union lines as the Army units moved South. National Museum of American History. Lincoln had
tried earlier to persuade the border states to accept gradual emancipation, with compensation to slave owners
from the federal government, but they had refused. In it he praised the free labor system, as respecting human
rights over property rights; he endorsed legislation to address the status of contraband slaves and slaves in
loyal states, possibly through buying their freedom with federal taxes, and also the funding of strictly
voluntary colonization efforts.


