
THE ADVENT OF SEPARATE SPHERES IDEOLOGY IN THE NORTHERN

MIDDLE CLASSES

Terms such as separate spheres and domesticâ€“public dichotomy refer to a social phenomenon The patriarchal
ideology of separate spheres, based primarily on notions of biologically determined gender 1 History; 2 Influences an
ideal of femininity prevalent among the upper and middle classes in the 19th century.

With the shift from home-based to factory production, men left the home to sell their labor for wages while
women stayed home to perform unpaid domestic work. Continue Reading. As keepers of the home women
possessed a special role in republican America. These women soon had various roles in the public and private
spheres in Deerfield. Updated April 21, The ideology of separate spheres dominated thought about gender
roles from the late 18th century through the 19th century in America. The legal status of women was as
dependents until marriage and under coverture after marriage, with no separate identity and few or no personal
rights including economic and property rights. As the capitalist economy grew and technological advances
mechanized the methods of production, the realm of business moved outside the home, where previously
families had kept shops and manufactured wares for sale, and into factories and specialized business districts.
Blessed bride, thou art about to enter this sanctuary, and to become a priestess at its altar! Young boys were
nurtured at home, but they early learned that their sphere was elsewhere. Furthermore, the lived realities
parents and families during this era were more diverse than the ideals of parenting books. John Milton
Williams, Woman Suffrage, Bibliotheca Sacra [27] Women's confinement to the private sphere was reinforced
by cultural and legal arrangements, such as the lack of women's suffrage , legal prohibitions against women
undertaking professions like medicine and law, and discouragement from obtaining higher education. Within a
general disempowerment of women in a patriarchal system, there was no singular "women's culture," she
argues. As equal rights began to become part of the ideological framework in Deerfield, women found
themselves voting in school boards, working on municipal water projects and working in fundraisers as men
had done before them. Lamphere primarily dispels the concept of "universal asymmetry", looking toward
various societies worldwide for proof. Men would migrate away from the women if agriculture was depleting
in their given agricultural space. Cult of Domesticity. Theorists such as Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx have
argued that following the rise of capitalism, the home lost its control of the means of production and
consequently became a private, separate sphere. Even though most men and women married and raised
families together, they tended to identify strongly with these separate social worlds throughout their lives.
Adversely, the woman's so-called simpler roles of housework and childrearing were held at a much lesser
value. As the men were moving to work outside the home, women began to acclimate to the economic
atmosphere and gain more opportunities in the public sphere with all the men working elsewhere.


