
WHO WAS MELCHIZEDEK

Genesis introduces Melchizedek â€“ a â€œpriest of God most High,â€• as he blesses Abram. Psalm is talking about
Jesus, â€œâ€™You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.â€™â€•. â€œ First, the name Melchizedek means
â€œking of righteousnessâ€•; then also, â€˜king of Salem.

Upon exiting Salem, he presented to them "bread and wine" with the intent to refresh them from their journey.
Protestantism[ edit ] Traditional Protestant Christian denominations, following Luther , teach that
Melchizedek was a historical figure and an archetype of Christ. Christ as a priest offered the perfect sacrifice
for sin and made the new, perfect, and everlasting covenant with His own blood. The church shares in the
priesthood of Christ and the resurrected saints will, like Him, forever be kings and priests Revelation  In all,
the Letter to the Hebrews elaborates upon the historical Melchizedek and weaves an image which foreshadows
our Lord, who would fulfill the Old Testament covenant and priesthood. No one can take this honor upon
himself Hebrews , 4. He writes that this priest was "Without father, without mother, without genealogy;
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but having been made like the Son of God. Second,
Abraham recognized the priest-king Melchizedek by receiving his blessing and offering him tithes. This psalm
is considered one of the most important of the Messianic psalms, identifying the forthcoming Messiah, our
Lord Jesus Christ, as King, Priest, and Conqueror. Every priest is ordained to serve on behalf of men so that he
may offer gifts and sacrifices for sin. He was given this exalted position since salvation was not attainable
through the Levitical priesthood Hebrews  Learn More in these related Britannica articles:. For Abraham to
recognize the authority and authenticity of a Canaanite priest-king is startling and has no parallel in biblical
literature. Again, some scholars have asserted that it would be unusual for an author of Davidic times to
construct a narrative with a Canaanite protagonist. Psalm refers to Salem in a way that implies that it is
synonymous with Jerusalem, and the reference in Gen. But it is also possible that Abraham, after his weary
battle, met and gave honor to the Lord Jesus Himself. According to the analogy , just as Abraham, the ancestor
of the Levites, paid tithes to Melchizedek and was therefore his inferior, so the Melchizedek-like priesthood of
Christ is superior to that of the Levites. The Talmud Bavli attributes him Shem and his beth din court of
justice as pioneers in banning prostitution Avodah Zarah p. The narration details Abram's rescue of his
nephew Lot and his spectacular defeat of multiple kings, and goes on to define the meeting place of
Melchizedek and Abram as "Emek HaShaveh which is Emek HaMelech". Daniel Esparza Jun 23, Mentioned
only twice in the Old Testament and once in the New, Melchizedek is nevertheless the archetype of a priest.
He appears as a person only in an interpolated vignette Gen. This theme is repeated in the book of Hebrews,
where both Melchizedek and Christ are considered kings of righteousness and peace. The Apostle Paul, in the
book of Hebrews, makes some startling statements about this person. This appellation was later adopted by the
Hebrews to refer to the God of Abraham. Furthermore, just as the Old Testament assigns no birth or death date
to Melchizedek, so is the priesthood of Christ eternal. The Rabbis said that Melchizedek instructed Abram in
the Torah. The book of Revelation states that our Savior is the "Lord of lords, and King of kings" Revelation 
First, Melchizedek has no genealogy in the Old Testament, and his priesthood is not based on heredity.
According to this text Melchizedek will proclaim the "Day of Atonement " and he will atone for the people
who are predestined to him. It is this allusion to the Davidic line that led the author of the Letter to the
Hebrews to understand Melchizedek as foreshadowing Christ, the definitive true king of righteousness zedek
and peace salem. And who is more a priest of the Most High God than our Lord Jesus Christ, who, when He
offered sacrifice to God the Father, offered the very same which Melchizedek had offered, namely bread and
wine, which is in fact His Body and Blood. Some biblical scholars would argue the figure of Melchizedek was
added to the Abrahamic cycle with very clear ends in sight. The Bible reveals that Christ did not glorify
Himself to be made our heavenly high priest but was called to do so Hebrews - 6. Maybe the answer to this
question lies is in the name itself. Philo identifies Melchizedek with the Logos as priest of God, [34] and
honoured as an untutored priesthood. In the book of Genesis Gen , after defeating a coalition of Mesopotamian
kings to rescue his kidnapped nephew Lot, Abraham is greeted by Melchizedek, who gives him bread and
wine: And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine: and he was [is] the priest of the most high
God.


