
INFANT SAFETY

Your child's safety is your responsibility. The following tips should help you keep your baby out of harm's way from birth
through his toddler.

The water should be between degrees Fahrenheit. Follow age recommendations on toys, especially those with
small parts, and make sure toys are in good repair. Test the alarms every month. For information on parenting
and child development of middle childhood children ages 8 to 11 , please visit our Middle Childhood
Parenting and Development center and Child Development Theory: Middle Childhood center. If you do use a
blanket or another covering, make sure that the baby's feet are at the bottom of the crib, the blanket is no
higher than the baby's chest, and the blanket is tucked in around the bottom of the crib mattress. Remove
mobiles when baby can sit on his or her own. In addition, parents can use other devices, such as socks over
doorknobs or doorknob child-proofing devices, to hinder toddlers' access to rooms such as the basement or
garage that are off-limits. Do not allow smoking around your baby. The best way to do this is to dress the baby
in sleep clothing so you will not have to use any other covering over the baby. More information on newborn
care and safety Explore other publications and websites Bathing an Infant - Bath time can be fun but you need
to be very careful with your child around water. For this reason, parents should also keep windows shut and
locked if babies are present. If you are breastfeeding, ask whether a lactation consultant can come to your
home to provide follow-up support, as well as other resources in your community, such as peer support
groups. Choking and Suffocation Babies explore their environment by putting anything and everything into
their mouths. Plus, babies use their mouths to learn about their world, so many non-food items also find their
way into little mouths. For information on parenting adolescents ages , please visit our Adolescence Child
Development and Parenting and Child Development Theory: Adolescence topic center. General House Safety
In the early months of life, babies' favorite exploration tools are their fingers and mouths. Don't let your baby
get too warm during sleep. NEVER put an infant in the front seat of a car with a passenger air bag. Then cover
the burn loosely with a dry bandage or clean cloth and call your doctor. Do not leave baby unattended on a
changing table, and be sure to use the safety strap. Often, caregivers will also put certain furniture, like
unsteady coffee tables, in storage for a year or two, until toddlers become more steady on their feet. Most
injuries and deaths from car crashes can be prevented by the use of car safety seats. Babies will use amazing
talent to get to places caregivers would never imagine they could reach. Caregivers need to ensure that babies
don't have access to materials that may poison or choke them or to objects that may cut or burn them. If your
baby gets burned, immediately put the burned area in cold water. Feeding During the first year of life, eating is
constantly an adventure. They should cover any hard, sharp surfaces, such as brick fireplaces or sharp
furniture corners, with rubberized mats or pads to lessen the chances of cuts and bruises. Besides following
general home safety tips and childproofing your home , below are safety tips especially for baby: Bathing
Bathe baby in a specially designed, slip-resistant infant bathtub. Do not use infant sleep positioners. To protect
your baby from house fires , be sure you have a working smoke alarm on every level of your home, especially
in furnace and sleeping areas. Some mothers worry if the baby rolls over during the night. Ask your doctor to
recommend the steps you need to know. Children learn fast, and before you know it, your child will be
wiggling off a bed or reaching for your cup of hot coffee. It is best to use smoke alarms that use long-life
batteries, but if you do not, change the batteries at least once a year. This resource provides bathing safety tips
and ways to prevent bathing accidents. Your child, besides being much safer in a car safety seat, will behave
better, so you can pay attention to your driving. Learn how to save the life of a choking child. Be vigilant.
Keep blankets and other coverings away from your baby's mouth and nose.


