
TASK DESCRIBE AND EXPLAIN HOW DEPTH

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Overview Chart. Level of Define. Describe. Draw. Explain. Give examples. Identify.
Illustrate. Label. Locate. List a familiar task).

Draw a conclusion. Examine key points and possible interpretations, sift and debate, giving reasons for and
against. Describe Spell out the main aspects of an idea or topic or the sequence in which a series of things
happened. Relate Either 'explain' see above how things happened or are connected in a cause-and-effect sense,
or may imply 'compare' and 'contrast' see above. Account for Explain, clarify, give reasons for. A task with
multiple valid responses, where students must justify their choices, would be Level 3. Contrast Point out the
difference between two things but probably point out their similarities as well. Higher order thinking skills are
essential at this level of DOK. Examine Present in depth and investigate the implications. Evaluate Make an
appraisal or the worth of something, in the light of its apparent truth; include your personal opinion. Students
must employ strategic thinking to solve problems at this level. Task words direct you and tell you how to go
about answering a question. Discuss Investigate or examine by argument. Tasks with more than one mental
step, such as comparing, organizing, summarizing, predicting, and estimating, are usually Level 2. Here are a
few keywords as well as descriptors for each depth of knowledge level. Students synthesize information from
multiple sources, often over an extended period of time, or transfer knowledge from one domain to solve
problems in another. Level 3. At this level students are required to use higher order thinking processes. Trace
Identify the connection between one thing and another either in a developmental sense over a period of time,
or else in a cause and effect sense. Define Make a statement as to the meaning or interpretation of something,
giving sufficient detail as to allow it to be distinguished from similar things. Illustrate Similar to 'explain' see
above , but probably asking for the quoting of specific examples or statistics or possibly the drawing of maps,
graphs, sketches etc. It may involve going beyond describing, to explaining how or why. It is defined as the
complexity or depth of understanding that is required to answer an assessment question. Designing a survey
and interpreting the results, analyzing multiple texts by to extract themes, or writing an original myth in an
ancient style would all be examples of Level 4. Compare Identify the characteristics or qualities two or more
things have in common but probably pointing out their differences as well. Table of task words What they
might mean Quite different from "Give an account of which is more like 'describe in detail'. Policy makers
tout its importance. DOK 1. Janelle Cox has an M. Print to PDF Glossary of Task Words Understanding the
meaning of words, especially task words, helps you to know exactly what is being asked of you. Students do
not need to figure out this level of DOK they either know the answer or they don't. Depth of Knowledge
Levels Each level of complexity measures a student's depth of knowledge. Explain Tell how things work or
how they came to be the way they are, including perhaps some need to 'describe' and to 'analyse' see above.
This DOK level requires students to compare and contrast, describe or explain, or convert information. Level
2. Involves need to 'analyse' and 'justify' see above. At this level, students may need to infer, estimate, or
organize. Assess Consider the value or importance of something, paying due attention to positive, negative
and disputable aspects, and citing the judgements of any known authorities as well as your own. Email
Calculating Cognitive Depth For classroom teachers, the more important question is one of practice: How do
we create rich environments where all students learn at a high level? Reconcile Show how two apparently
opposed or mutually exclusive ideas or propositions can be seen to be similar in important respects, if not
identical. Explore the case for a stated proposition or explanation, much in the manner of 'assess' and 'criticise'
see above , probably arguing for a less than total acceptance of the proposition. To them, rigor simply means
more work, harder books, and longer school days.


