
PERSONAL ESSAY COLLECTION

Essay collections: Like short stories, but TRUE! When you're in â€œJenny Allen's musings range fluidly from the
personal to the philosophical.

The introspective essay collection. And she does it all in the hilarious-meets-introspective voice that fans have
come to know and love. At what point does an essay collection stop being a collection, and become a different
form altogether, such as memoir or book-length narrative nonfiction? I mention this because it is worth noting
that not all essayists resist this trend toward memoir. CH: Why did you choose to write the story of your life as
a collection of essays as opposed to a traditional memoir? Drawing on interviews, archival research, and
meticulously observed performances, Wen translates the gestural language of mime into a lyric written portrait
by turns whimsical, melancholic, and haunting. JW: All three play an important role in the book, and, well,
never underestimate the appeal of alliteration to publishers. Share On. Want more essay recommendations?
What happens next? She writes with the familiarity of someone telling a dinner party anecdote, forgoing
decorum for candor and comedy. Plus, it should be easy to dive in and out of between baking, bubble baths,
and catching up on all those new episodes of my favorite fall television. The book uses basket-weaving
techniques as an organizing concept to think about essay form and Native literary traditions. And although it
goes without saying that everyone's reading tastes are different, what I love most to read in the autumn months
is a book that's going to make me think about myself and about the world around me. It begins with the story
of a stabbing in New Haven and uses that as a springboard to write about what it means to live in a black
body. There are a LOT of them. Fortunately, our eagle-eyed voyeur emerges from her narrative forays
unscathed and ready to take on the kinks, obsessions, and messiness of our lives. JW: Pretty much each piece
can be read on its own, out of context. By signing up you agree to our Terms of Service. So both on a
structural and thematic level, the effort to link those essays deepened the book. Alana Massey, "All the Lives I
Want" Grand Central Publishing In our 20s, whether at college or in the hazy years thereafter, we have an
opportunity to try on different personas: who to be, how to comport our lives. EJL: I have taken it through
several drafts that involved all that you describe adding, subtraction, rewriting essays , but for the time being, I
have set that project aside in favor of fiction. Such collections have long been a tough sellâ€”Baldwin had
trouble publishing his first collection, Notes of a Native Son. Alongside these personal stories are pointed
observations about life as a woman of color: where every aspect of her appearance is open for critique,
derision, or outright scorn; where strict gender rules bind in both Western and Indian cultures, leaving little
room for a woman not solely focused on marriage and children to have a career and a life for herself. Thick:
And Other Essays by Tressie McMillan Cottom New Press, January 8 This is an indispensable book for those
who want to think about race and culture, who like a mix of personal and academic writing, and who want
some complex, challenging ideas to chew on. RA: A lot of writers discover their genre slowly, by trial and
error. Nasty Women includes inspiring essays from a diverse group of talented women writers who seek to
provide a broad look at how we got here and what we need to do to move forward. There should be something
for everybody. To prove that there are a zillion amazing essay collections out there, I compiled 50 great
contemporary essay collections, just from the last 18 months alone. There are book-length essays, essay
anthologies, and collections by single authors. Drawing inspiration from a diverse group of incisive and
inquiring female authors, Chew-Bose captures the inner restlessness that keeps her always on the brink of
creative expression. Fiction writers can make things up, pull what they need from thin air. MA: I imagine the
present trends will continue.


