
CRITICAL ANALYIS OF A ROSE FOR

By using reader response criticism, a reader can analyze â€œA Rose for Emilyâ€• through the aspects of the secret
held within the story, race found.

You have less room to be slovenly and careless. The house stands in a neighborhood of obliterated august
names as her grave is among "the ranked and anonymous" graves of Civil War soldiers. Merrill Pub.
Balancing these disturbing elements is another set of facts and appearances. When she has her hair cut, she
looks like an angel. She appears to really love Homer if the expensive gifts she buys him are any indication,
and perhaps her father, if we can judge by the ever-present portrait which she herself may have done. We pity
and admire Emily without being certain that she needs or deserves such sympathy. At the same time, she
confronts us with disturbing mysteries about her character and motives. Denied natural outlets for her
emotions, perhaps she is forced into madness or a fantasy world? The story seems to be told by a participant in
at least some of the events described, yet all of the events are complete at the time of the telling. Another
effect might be to emphasize both the speaker's distance from the events -- as he is able to re-order them -- and
the town's lack of sympathetic understanding which he presumably shared when the events took place. With
that knowledge, we might possibly guess with more certainty whether she planned to murder Homer and then
decorate the room where she keeps him, or whether the gifts were purchased before his death and mean that
she loved him. Allen, "William Faulkner: Comedy and the Purpose of Humor," Arizona Quarterly, 16 Spring ,
60, thinks that Emily takes Homer in defiance as a father-substitute, then kills him to insure possession when
he threatens to leave her. Throughout the story Miss Emily goes to extreme measures to protect her social
status. We are led to believe there is a watch at the end of the chain because the deputation hears the ticking,
but the ticking is an effect without a visible cause and adds to our sense of uneasiness by suggesting mystery
and disorder. We are encouraged to feel about Emily in a way that the town fails to feel, so that we come to
appreciate her human uniqueness as the town does not. When the aldermen attempt to take care of the smell
without confronting her, she catches and shames them. Emily, as impoverished aristocracy, is somewhat like
the former slaves; she becomes a duty, obligation, and care. Setting, character, and plot are three elements that
make this story a literary success. Earlier at Nagano, he was asked whether or not he liked Emily. On the other
hand, it may be that we have been asking the wrong questions or asking our questions in the wrong way. The
quality of their actions disposes us to sympathize with Emily as a victim of careless cruelty. Homer disappears
and the town is morally triumphant. How do we respond to such a description? For them Emily is a Faceless
Citizen, who must be made to pay her taxes and forced to "clean up her place," who must comply with the law
in regard to dead fathers and buying poison, and who should have a mailbox on her house. The separation of
cause and effect obscures the obvious pattern of events for us, very much as does the alteration of the
chronology, thereby keeping our judgments about Emily in suspension and allowing the narrator to build
sympathy for her before we can suspect what she may have done. Just before it, our pity for Emily and
contempt for the town have reached their highest points. On the other hand, they are "not pleased exactly, but
vindicated" when she is still single at thirty.


