
NIETZSCHE AND PERSPECTIVISM ESSAY

Essay Preview. Perspectivism and Truth in Nietzsche's Philosophy: A Critical Look at the Apparent Contradiction
â€œThere are no truths,â€• states one. â€œWell, if so.

We are all his murderers. Nietzsche raises a more specific worry about the deleterious effects of the virtue of
honestyâ€”about the will to truth, rather than what is trueâ€”and artistry is wheeled in to alleviate them, as
well: If we had not welcomed the arts and invented this kind of cult of the untrue, then the realization of
general untruth and mendaciousness that now comes to us through scienceâ€”the realization that delusion and
error are conditions of human knowledge and sensationâ€”would be utterly unbearable. Richardson and
Katsafanas b, , ; see also Anderson a, Clark and Dudrick  Critique of Religion and Morality Nietzsche is
arguably most famous for his criticisms of traditional European moral commitments, together with their
foundations in Christianity. Given his engagement with Schopenhauer, Nietzsche should have been sensitive
to the worry. The exact nature of this alleged revolt is a matter of ongoing scholarly controversy in recent
literature, see Bittner ; Reginster ; Migotti ; Ridley ; May 41â€”54; Leiter â€”; Janaway 90â€”, â€”9; Owen
78â€”89; Wallace ; Anderson ; Poellner , but the broad outline is clear enough. More and more that became
for me the real measure of value. Compared to the significance of this fight, everything else is a matter of
indifference: the ultimate question about the conditions of life has been posed here, and we confront the first
attempt to answer the question by experiment. EH Pref. Nietzsche, Friedrich Wilhelm, and Walter Arnold. A
brilliant student, he received rigorous training in Latin, Greek, and German. As a result, he was freed to write
and to develop the style that suited him. Some scholars take the value creation passages as evidence that
Nietzsche was an anti-realist about value, so that his confident evaluative judgments should be read as efforts
at rhetorical persuasion rather than objective claims Leiter , or relatedly they suggest that Nietzsche could
fruitfully be read as a skeptic, so that such passages should be evaluated primarily for their practical effect on
readers Berry ; see also Leiter  As Nietzsche emphasizes, purified guilt is naturally recruited as a tool for
developing asceticism. What is most important, however, is the structure of the thought in GS  For Nietzsche,
that involves a two-sided project: it should both undermine values by reference to which the world could not
honestly be affirmed, while also articulating the values exemplified by life and the world that make them
affirmable. Furthermore, he explains that there is a Slave Morality and a Master Morality. I do not want to
wage war against what is ugly. Consider, for example, the stance of Schopenhauerian pessimism, according to
which human life and the world have negative absolute value. Let us look away. In such cases, free-floating
guilt can lose its social and moral point and develop into something hard to distinguish from a pathological
desire for self-punishment. It is thereby especially amenable to ideas of basic human equality, starting from
the thought that each person has an equal claim to moral consideration and respect. His account thereby
contributes to the constitutivist strategy in ethics pioneered by Christine Korsgaard and David Velleman , 
Some texts present truthfulness as a kind of personal commitmentâ€”one tied to particular projects and a way
of life in which Nietzsche happens to have invested. But the first section itself is not simply one long
aphorism. He firmly states that everything that one has an opinion on is from a specific perspective, and is
therefor askew to each person's own idiosyncracies. The response called for by such a turn of events is
mourning and deep disorientation. To represent and model equilibrium, the thermodynamic concept of Free
energy is usually used. Many names have been given to the different thoughts: Relativism, Skepticism,
Dogmatism, and Perspectivism. One last point deserves special mention. But while those are the immediate
allusions, Nietzsche also endorses more general ideas with similar implicationsâ€”e.


