
A BIOGRAPHY OF MAHATMA GANDHI AND HIS LEGACY OF

NONVIOLENCE

Mahatma Gandhi was the leader of India's non-violent Indian nationalist leader Gandhi (born Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi) was born on . Legacy. Even after Gandhi's assassination, his commitment to nonviolence and.

The question deeply interested me One wishes he had taken better heed of his own misgivings. From where I
stood I heard the sickening whack of the clubs on unprotected skulls He also had his dark side, especially in
his younger years. Krishna KumarSpecial to Weekend Review Mohandas Karamchand Mahatma Gandhi right
with Jawaharlal Nehru on July 6, Image Credit: India kicked off widespread celebrations this week to
commemorate the th birth anniversary of one of its greatest sons in the modern era â€” Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi. His father, Karamchand Uttamchand Gandhi â€” , served as the diwan chief minister of Porbandar
state. Rajkot was one such state. Gandhi's life can even be said to be, without too much exaggeration, an
object lesson on codes of purity and honor, on the meaning of martyrdom, and on the construction of a heroic
life. Gandhi ran a thriving legal practice, and at the outbreak of the Boer War, he raised an all-Indian
ambulance corps of 1, volunteers to support the British cause, arguing that if Indians expected to have full
rights of citizenship in the British Empire, they also needed to shoulder their responsibilities. He asked Joseph
Chamberlain , the British Colonial Secretary, to reconsider his position on this bill. Soon he began learning
civil disobedience tactics, and became a social activist. The medical team commanded by Gandhi operated for
less than two months. Gandhi formed the Natal Indian Congress in to fight discrimination. He helped found
the Natal Indian Congress in , [26] [68] and through this organisation, he moulded the Indian community of
South Africa into a unified political force. His transformation into the spiritual and intellectual leader of the
Indian struggle for independence was a long process â€” one aspect that fascinates so many of his followers.
He travelled widely for one year. We end this piece as we started. Gandhi prepared to return to India at the end
of his year-long contract until he learned, at his farewell party, of a bill before the Natal Legislative Assembly
that would deprive Indians of the right to vote. With his popularity rising Gandhi becomes the main voice of
the Indian National Congress and campaigns for political independence from Britain. A series of shocking
incidents when he personally encountered the savage face of British racism in South Africa led to the
beginning of his journey to political awakening. Instead, the final plan called for the partition of the
subcontinent along religious lines into two independent statesâ€”predominantly Hindu India and
predominantly Muslim Pakistan. The call for Rowlatt satyagraha received a massive response in cities and
towns and was met with a brutal response from the authorities. This might perhaps be because he was open
about his life in a way almost unimaginable now and just as when he asked his friends then to point out any
error in his ways, the same question can hardly be answered assertively even now. This was the beginning of
the civil disobedience movement: Gandhi himself was arrested, and thousands of others were also hauled into
jail. He had the support of his brother and managed to persuade his mother and wife, who by then had given
birth to their first son, Harilal. Almost exclusively using his rights of civil disobedience, always grounded in
non violence, he managed to topple one of the largest and most sophisticated military conquerors in history.
Rather than buy British-manufactured clothes, he began to use a portable spinning wheel to produce his own
cloth. Upon his first appearance in a Durban courtroom, Gandhi was asked to remove his turban. On 9 April,
Gandhi was arrested. This was the laboratory for his associates and followers to study, test and put the
concepts of truth and ahimsa non-violence into practice. Gandhi was besotted with his wife and at the same
time was a jealous husband. After one year of a none too successful law practice, Gandhi decided to accept an
offer from an Indian businessman in South Africa, Dada Abdulla, to join him as a legal adviser. Abdullah
owned a large successful shipping business in South Africa. One of his favourite pastimes was twisting dogs'
ears. Gandhi thus began his journey aimed at crippling the British India government economically, politically
and administratively. In the midst of untruth, truth persists. As he was about to mount the steps of the podium,
Gandhi folded his hands and greeted his audience with a namaskar; at that moment, a young man came up to
him and roughly pushed aside Manu.


