
AN EXAMINATION OF HAMLET TRAGIC HERO OR MADMAN

This literary analysis examines how he becomes more corrupt throughout Hamlet has several flaws, like a tragic hero,
but he is not characterized as . Hamlet admits that he is going crazy, driven by his outrage and growing.

Hamlet unequivocally hates his stepfather and abhors the incestuous relationship between Claudius and
Gertrude. One way to measure Shakespeare's work is to appraise it using the methods of classical critics and
thereby to see how if it would have retained its meaning. Through his merciless insults and the murder of
Polonius, Hamlet causes Ophelia to go mad and eventually commit suicide. Revenge tragedies share within
themselves some common aspects; sub plots, madness, passion, one or more violent scenes and a main
character filled with hate for a significant opponent usually due to a crime committed against the avenger or
the main character. Are words his tragic flaw? Coleridge says that his enormous intellectual activity prevents
instant action and the result is delay and irresolution. Hamlet easily sees through their disguises and realizes
that two of his best friends are working for the man he hates most, Claudius. Shakespeare uses madness to
convey important information throughout the play especially through Hamlet and his love interest, Ophelia. If
not for this tragic flaw, the hero would be able to survive at the end of the play But the sense of fate is never so
overwhelming as to cast character in shade; after all, it is Hamlet himself who is responsible for his tragedy.
Although Hamlet claims to love his mother, he is very cruel to her, which seems unfair because Gertrude has
always loved and stood up for Hamlet. However, his mind is not able to justify murder for any reason;
therefore, he truly goes insane before he is able to fulfill his scheme. This struggle is so profound; it shakes its
main character Hamlet to the core and brings him to the brink of sanity. The theme is apparent throughout the
play, mainly through the actions and thoughts of Hamlet, Ophelia, and Laertes. He reacts to his fate in a way
similar to the way one would expect a normal, non-heroic character to react. The result is that, torn within
himself, he suffers mental torture. Although Hamlet and Ophelia are the only characters thought to be so
afflicted, the reactions of other characters to this madness mirrors their own preoccupations. Her madness
seems definite, and it is never questioned. The external conflict is with Claudius-'the mighty opposer'-and the
murderer of Hamlet's father. The other external conflicts are with Laertes, his friend and the brother of his
beloved Ophelia, with Guildenstern and Rosencrantz, his former school fellows and friends but present
enemies. But Hamlet takes his actions most often through reason. Or is his flaw that he believes he is
pretending to be mad? This is a play so dominated by one character that Hamlet without the 'Prince is
impossible to imagine. A tragic hero is a literary character who makes a judgement error that inevitably leads
to his or her own destruction. Hamlet's love life could result from his Puritanical nature. And there is no hope
for them. Was he mad or just pretending to be mad? Although they both appear to be mad at times, their
downfall or supposed downfall is quite different. Hamlet is one of the most recognizable and most often
quoted tragedies in the all of English literature. According to the learned critic, he suffers from melancholia, a
pathological state only a step removed from insanity. In the beginning of the play, Hamlet is characterized as a
normal, young adult who is mourning the death of his father. Though, it might be a bit of over-aggrandizing to
say that the first Act and second scene could be so crucial. The characters went mad due to the antagonizing
relationships they had with other characters; the madness within the play created a chain reaction among the
characters. By doing so those around Hamlet become part of the web Hamlet has weaved just to carry his
fathers demand. He may not be mad, but he likely is close to the edge of sanity during many of the most
intense moments in the play, such as during the performance of the play-within-a-play III. He has a high
intellectual quality. To accomplish this task in a less apparent manner, Hamlet decides to put an antic
disposition on. The play deals with his suffering and tragic death. Horatio, who stands in sharp contrast to
Hamlet, depicts a real hero, rather than a fallen hero who has succumbed to the evil pressures around him.
Then there is the ultimate betrayal of Hamlet to Ophelia who is the only real innocent in the whole play.
Hamlet decides to portray an act of insanity, as part of his plan to murder Claudius. I chose this topic because
Hamlet is a tragedy, but one that is very different from classical tragedies such as Medea.


